BOOK V1
THE WARS IN SPAIN
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BOOK VI

THE WARS IN SPAIN

I

1. Tue Pyrenees mountains extend from the
Tyrrhenian sea to the Northern ocean. The eastern
part is inhabited by Celts, who are now called
Galatians or Gauls, the western part by the Iberians
and Celtiberians, beginning at the Tyrrhenian sea
and extending in a circle by way of the Pillars of
Hercules to the Northern ocean. Thus the whole
of Iberia is sea-girt, except the part bordered by the
Pyrenees, the largest and perhaps the most pre-
cipitous mountains in Europe. Of this circuit they
use for sailing the Tyrrhenian sea as far as the
Pillars of Hercules. They do not traverse the
Western and Northern ocean, except in crossing
over to Britain, and this they accomplish by availing
themselves of the tides, as it is only half a day’s
journey.! For the rest, neither the Romans nor any
of the subject peoples navigate that ocean. The
size of Iberia (now called Hispania by some) is
almost incredible for a single country. Its breadth
is reckoned at. ten thousand stades, and its length

1 The time is incredibly short. The error may be ac-
counted for by the mistaken ideas of the ancients as to the
relative positions of Spain and the British Isles. See Tacitus,
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THE WARS IN SPAIN

is equal to its breadth. Many nations of various
names inhabit it, and many navigable rivers flow
through it.

9. What nations occupied it first, and who came
after them, it is not my purpose to enquire closely,
as I am writing only Roman history. However,
I think that the Celts, passing over the Pyrenees
at some former time, mingled with the natives,
and that the name Celtiberia originated in that
way. I think also that from an early time the
Phoenicians frequented Spain for purposes of trade,
and occupied certain places there. In like manner
the Greeks visited Tartessus and its king Argan-
thonius, and some of them settled in Spain; for the
kingdom of Arganthonius was in Spain. It is my
opinion that Tartessus was then the city on the sea-
shore which is now called Carpessus. I think also
that the Phoenicians built the temple of Hercules
which stands at the straits. The religious rites per-
formed there are still of Phoenician type, and their
god is the Tyrian, not the Theban, Hercules. But
I will leave these matiers to the antiquarians.

3. This favoured land, abounding in all good
things, the Carthaginians began to exploit before
the Romans. A part of it they already occupied and
another part they plundered, until the Romans ex-
pelled them from the part they held, and immediately
occupied it themselves. The remainder the Romans
acquired with much toil, extending over a long period
of time, and in spite of frequent revolts they
eventually subdued it and divided it into three
parts and appointed a praetor over each. How they
subdued each one, and how they contended with the

Carthaginians for the possession of them, and after-
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THE WARS IN SPAIN

wards with the Iberians and Celtiberians, this bock
will show, the first part containing matters relating
to the Carthaginians, since it was necessalry for me
to introduce their relations with Spain in oy Spanish
history. For the same reason the relations between
the Romans and Carthaginians in respect to Sicily
from the beginning of the Roman invasion and rule
of that island are embraced in . the Sicilian history.
4 The first war which the Romans waged against
the Carthaginians was a foreign war for the possession
of Sicily, and was fought in Sicily itself. In like
manner this second war concerning Spain was waged
in Spain, although in the course of it the combatants
invaded and devasted both Italy and Africa with
large armies. This war began about the 140th
Olympiad by the infraction of the treaty which had
been made at the end of the Sicilian war. The
grounds for the iniraction were as follows.
Hamilcar, surnamed Barca, while commanding
the Carthaginian forces in Sicily, had promised large
rewards to his Celtic mercenaries and African allies,
which they demanded after he returned to Africa;
and thereupon the African war was kindled. In this
war the Carthaginians suffered severely at the hands
of the Africans, and also ceded Sardinia to the
Romans as compensation for injuries they had in-
flicted upon Roman merchants during this African
war. When Hamilecar was brought to trial for these
things by his enemies, who charged him with being
ihe author of all the calamities of his country, he
secured the favour of the chief men in the state (of
whom the most popular was Hasdrubal, who had
married Barca’s daughter), by which means he both
managed o evade punishment and also, when a
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