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BOOK VII

THE HANNIBALIC WAR

I

1. Waat Hannibal the Carthaginian did to, and GHiA_P.

suffered from, the Romans during the sixteen years
that he persisted in war against them, from his first
march from Spain to Italy until he was recalled by
the Carthaginians (their own city being in danger),
and driven out by the Romans, this book will show.
What Hannibal’s real reasons for that invasion were,
as well as his public pretext, have been very clearly
set forth in my Spanish history, yet I shall mention
them here by way of reminder.

9. Hamilcar, surnamed Barca, the father of this
Hannibal, was the commander of the Carthaginian
forces in Sicily when they contended with the
Romans for the possession of that island. Being pro-
secuted by his enemies on a charge of maladminis-
tration, and fearing a conviction, he managed to get
himself chosen general against the Numidians belore
the time of rendering his accounts. Having proved
useful in this war and having secured the favour of
the army by plunder and largesses, he passed over the
straits into Spain and made an expedition against
Gades without the au.thorii;y of Carthage. From
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thence he sent much booty to Carthage in order to CHAP.
win the favour of the multitude, so that if possible he i
might ward off censure on account of his command

in Sicily. Having gained much territory he acquired

a great reputation, and the Carthaginians were filled
with a desire to possess the whole of Spain, thinking
that it would be an easy task. Thereupon the
Saguntines and other Greeks who were settled in
Spain had recourse to the Romans, and a boundary
was fixed to the Carthaginian possessions in that
country, namely, that they should not cross the river
Ebro, and a clause to this effect was inserted in the
treaty between the Romans and the Carthaginians.
After this, Hamilcar, while settling the aflaivs of
Carthaginian Spain, was killed in battle, and
Hasdrubal, his son-in-law, succeeded him as general.
The latter while hunting was killed by a slave whose
master he had put to death.

3 After them this Hannibal was chosen by the s.c. 220
army as the third commander in Spain because he Hannibal
seemed to have great aptitude and fondness for 10 Bpain
war. e was the son of Hamilcar and the brother
of Hasdrubal's wife, a very young man whose early
years had naturally been passed in the company of
his father and his brotherin-law. The people of
Carthage confirmed his election as general. In this
way Hannibal, whose history I am about to write,
became the commander of the Carthaginians against
the Spaniards. But the enemies of Hamilear and Has-
drubal in Carthage persccuted the friends of those
men, despising Hannibal on account of his youth, and
he, believing that this persecution was originally
directed against himself and that he might secure
his own safety by means of his country’s fears, began
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to think about involving it in a great war. Believing,
as was the fact, that a war between the Romans and
Carthaginians, once begun, would last a long tiine,
and that the undertaking in itself would bring great
glory to himself, even if he should fail (it was said,
also, that he had been sworn on the altar by his
father, while yet a boy, that he would be an eternal
enemy of Rome), he resolved to cross the Ebro in
defiance of the treaty. For a pretext, he procured
certain persons to make accusations against the
Saguntines. By continually forwarding these accusa-
tions to Carthage, and by also accusing the Romans of
secretly inciting the Spaniards to revolt, he obtained

ermission from Carthage to take such steps as he
should think fit. Thereupon he crossed the Ebro
and destroyed the city of Saguntum with all the
inhabitants of military age. Thus the treaty, made
between the Romans and the Carthaginians after
the war in Sicily, was broken.

4 What Hannibal himself and what the other
Carthaginian and Roman generals after him did in
Spain, I have related in the Spanish history. Hav-
ing collected a large army of Celtiberians, Africans,
and other nationalities, and put the command of
Spain in the hands of his brother Hasdrubal, he
crossed over the Pyrenees into the country of the
Celts, which is now called Gaul, with 90,000 foot,
about 12,000 horse, and 37 elephants. He passed
through the country of the Gauls, conciliating
some with money and some by persuasion, and
overcoming others by force. When he came to
the Alps and found no road through or over them
for they are exceedingly precipitous), he never-

theless Doldly began to climb them, suffering greatly
3°9
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