BOOK XI
THE SYRIAN WARS
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BOOK X1

THE SYRIAN WARS

I

1. Anriocaus (the son of Seleucus and grandson of CHAP,
Antiochus), king of the Syrians, the Babylonians and 1
other nations, was the sixth in succession from that *¢ %
Seleucus who succeeded Alexander in the govern- ﬁﬂ?ﬁfﬁsd
ment of the Asiatic countries around the Euphrates. the Great
He invaded Media and Parthia, and other countries
that had revolted from his ancestors, and performed
many exploits, from which he was named Antiochus
the Great. FElated by his successes, and by the title
which he had derived from them, he invaded Coele- s.c. 198
Syria and a portion of Cilicia and took them away
from Ptolemy Philopator,! king of Egypt, who was
still a boy. Filled with unbounded ambition, he
marched against the Hellespontines, the Acolians,
and the Ionians as though they belonged to him
as the ruler of Asia, because they had been
formerly subjects of the Asiatic kings. Then he
crossed over to Europe, brought Thrace under his ».c. 196
sway, and reduced by force those who would not
obey him. He fortified Chersonesus and rebuilt
Lysimacheia, which Lysimachus, who ruled Thrace
ofter Alexander, built as a stronghold against the

! An error for Epiphancs,
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Thracians themselves, but which they destroyed
after his death. Antiochus repeopled it, calling back
the citizens who had fled, redeeming those who had
been sold as slaves, bringing in others, supplying
them with cattle, sheep, and iron for agricultural
purposes, and omitting nothing that might contribute
to its speedy completion as a stronghold ; for the
lace seemed to him to be admirably situated to
hold all Thrace in subjection, and a convenient
base of supplies for all the other operations that he
contemplated.

2. This was the beginning of an open disagree-
ment with the Romans as well, for as he passed
among the Greek cities thereabout most of them
joined him and received his garrisons, because they
feared capture by him. But the inhabitants of
Smyrna and Lampsacus, and some others who still
resisted, sent ambassadors to Flamininus, the Roman
general, who had lately overthrown Philip the
Macedonian in a great battle in Thessaly ; for the
affairs of the Macedonians and of the Greeks were
closely linked together at certain times and places,
as 1 have shown in my Grecian history. Accordingly,
certain embassies passed between Antiochus and
Flamininus and they sounded each other without
result. The Romans and Antiochus had been
suspicious of each other for a long time, the former
surmising that he would not keep quiet because he
was so much puffed up by the extent of his
dominions and the height of fortune that he had
reached. Antiochus, on the other hand, believed
that the Romans were the only people who could
put a stop to his increase of power and prevent him
from passing over to Furope. Still, there was no
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open breach between them until ambassadors came CHAP.
to Rome from Ptolemy Philopator complaining that I
Antiochus had taken Syria and Cilicia away from

him. The Romans gladly seized this occasion as one

well suited to their purposes, and sent ambassadors

to Antiochus ostensibly to bring about a reconciliation
between him and Ptolemy, but really to find out his
designs and to check him as much as they could.

3. Gnaeusg,! the chief of the embassy, demanded 4 con-
that Antiochus should allow Ptolemy, who was a g%ri‘;_‘;?nm_
friend of the Roman people, to rule over all the cheia
countries that his father had left to him, and that
the cities of Asia that had been part of the
dominions of Philip should be left independent, for it
was not right that Antiochus should seize places of
which the Romans had deprived Philip. ¢ We are
wholly at a loss to know,” he said, ¢ why Antiochus
should come from Media bringing so large a fleet and
an army from the upper couniry to the Asiatic
coast, make an incursion into Europe, build cities
there, and subdue Thrace, unless these are the
preparations for another war.” Antiochus replied
that Thrace had belonged to his ancestors, that it
had slipped from their grasp when they were
occupied elsewhere, and that he had resumed
possession because he had leisure to do so. e had
built Lysimacheia as the future seat of government
of his son Seleucus. He would leave the Greek
cities of Asia independent if they would acknowledge
the favour as due to himself and not to the Romans,

1 The name of this ambassador, according to Polybius
(xvii. 31), was Luciug Cornelius. In other respects the
account of the conference by Polybius agrees with that of

our author. The conference took place at Liysimacheia.
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