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1

1. Arrer the sole rule of Sulla, and the operations, CHAP.
later on, of Sertorius and Perpenna in Spain, other
internal commotions of a similar nature took place
among the Romans until Gaius Caesar and Pompey
the Great waged war against each other, and Caesar
made an end of Pompey and was himself killed
in the senate-chamber because he was accused of
behaving after the fashion of royalty. How these
things came about and how both Pompey and Caesar
lost their lives, this second book of the Civil Wars
will show.

Pompey had lately cleared the sea of pirates, who s.c. 64
were then more numerous than ever before, and
afterwards liad overthrown Mithridates, king of
Pontus, and regulated his kingdom and the other
nations that he had subdued in the East. Caesar
was still a young man, but powerful in speech and
action,audacious in every way, sanguine in everything,
and profuse beyond his means in the pursuit of
honours. While vet aedile and praetor he had in-
curred great debts and had made himself wonder-
fully agreeable to the multitude, who always sing
the praises of those who are lavish in expenditure.

9. Gaius! Catiline was a person of note, by rcason

1 An error of Appian’s. ¢ Lucius” is correct.
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THE CIVIL WARS, BOOK II

of his great celebrity, and high birth, but a mad-
man, for it was believed that he had killed his own
son because of his own love for Aurclia Ovestilla,
who was not willing to marry a man who had a son.
He had been a friend and zealous partisan of Sulla.
He had reduced bimself to poverty in order to
gratify his ambition, but still he was courted by the
powerful, both men and women, and he became a
candidate for the consulship as a step leading to
absolute power. He confidently expected to be
elected; but the suspicion of his ulterior designs
defeated him, and Cicero, the most eloquent orvator
and rhetorician of the period, was chosen instead.
Catiline, by way of raillery and contempt for those
who voted for him, called him a “New Man, on
account of his obscure birth (for so they call those
who achieve distinction by their own merits and not
by those of their ancestors) ; and because he was not
born in the city he called him ¢ The Lodger,” ! by
which term they designate those who occupy houses
belonging to others. From this time Catiline ab-
stained wholly from politics as not leading qmd«uy
and surely to absolute power, but as full of the spirit
of contention and malice. He procured much money
from many women who hoped that they would get
their husbands killed in the rising, and he formed a
conspiracy with a number of senators and knights,
and collected together a body of plebeians, foreign
residents, and slaves. His leading fellow-conspira-
tors were Cornelius Lentulus and Cethegus, who
were then the city praetors. He sent emissaries
throughout Italy to those of Sulla’s soldiers who
had squandeled the gains of their former life ot

! Latin Inguilinus, correctly explained by Appian above.
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plunder and who longed for similar doings. For cuar.
this purpose he sent (mlus Mallius to Fdesulae in !
Etruria and others to Picenum and Apulia, who
enlisted soldiers for him secretly.

. All these facts, while they were still secret,tis
were communicated to Cicero by Fulvia, a woman of hy Cicero
quality. Her lover, Quintus Curius, who had been
expelled from the Senate for many deeds of shame
and was thought fit to share in this plot of Catiline’s,
told his mistress in a vain and boastful way that he
would soon be in a position of great power. By now,
too, a rumour of what was transpiring in Italy was
getting about. Accordingly Cicero stationed guards
at intervals throughout the city, and sent many of the
nobility to the suspected places to watch what was
going on. Catiline, although nobody had ventured
to lay hands on him, because the facts were not yet
accurately known, was nevertheless timid lest, with
delay, suspicion also should increase. Trusting to
rapidity of inovement he forwarded money to Faesulae
and directed his fellow-conspirators to kill Cicero
and set the city on fire at a number of different places
during the same night. Then he departed to join
Galus Mallius, intending to collect additional forces
and invade the city while burning. So extremely
vain was he that he had the rods and axes borne
before him as though he were a proconsul, and he
proceeded on his journey to Mallius, enlisting
soldiers as he went. Lentulus and his fellow-con-
spirators decided that when they should learn that
Catiline had arrived at Faesulae, Lentulus and
Cethegus should present theniselves at Cicero’s door

early in the morning with concealed daggers, and

when their rank ganmd them admission, enter into
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