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1. Taus was Gaius Caesar, who had been foremost CHAP.
in extending the Roman sway, slain by his enemies L
and buried by the people. All of his murderers Bo
were brought to punishment. How the most dis-
tinguished of them were punished this book and
the next one will show, and the other civil wars
waged by the Romans will likewise be included in

them.

9. The Senate blamed Antony for his funeral Theeity
oration over Caesar, by which, chiefly, the people e s
were incited to disregard the decree of amnesty funoral
lately passed, and to scour the city in order to fire
the houses of the murderers. But he changed it from
bad to good feeling toward himself by one capital
stroke of policy. There was a certain pseudo-Marius
in Rome named Amatius. He pretended to be a grand-
son of Marius, and for this reason was very popular
with the masses. Being, according to this pretence,

a relative of Caesar, he was pained beyond measure
by the latter’s death, and erected an altar on the
site of his funeral pyre. He collected a band of
reckless men and make himself a perpetual terror to
the murderers. Some of these had fled from the

city, and those who had accepted the command of
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THE CIVIL WARS, BOOK III

provinces from Caesar himself had gone away to take crar.

charge of the same, Decimus Brutus to Cisalpine
Gaul, Trebonius to Western Asia Minor, and Tillius
Cimber to Bithynia. Cassius and Marcus Brutus, who
were the special favourites of the Senate, had also
been chosen by Caesar as governors for the following
year, the former of Syria, and the latter of Macedonia.
But being still city praetors, they [remained at Rome]?
necessarily, and in their official capacity they con-
ciliated the colonists by various decrees, and among
others by one enabling them to sell their allotments,
the law hitherto forbidding the alienation of the land
till the end of twenty years.

3 Tt was said that Amatius was only waiting an
opportunity to entrap Brutus and Cassius. On this
rumour, Antony, making capital out of the plot, and
using his consular authority, arrcsted Amatius and
boldly put him to death without a trial. The senators
were astonished at this deed as an act of violence
and contrary to law, but they readily condoned its
expediency, because they thought that the situation

of Brutus and Cassius would never be safe without
such bgldness. The followers of Amatius, and the
plebeians generally, missing Amatius and feeling
indignation at the deed, and especially because it had
been done by Antony, whom the people had honoured,
determined that they would not be scorned in that
way. With shouts they took possession of the forum,
exclaiming violently against Antony, and called on the
magistrates to dedicate the altar in place of Amatius,

and to offer the first sacrifices on it to Caesar. Having
* The verb is missing,
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THE CIVIL WARS, BOOK 11!

heen driven out of the forum by soldiers sent by cmap.
Antony, they became still more indignant, and I
vociferated more loudly, and some of them showed
places where Caesar’s statues had been torn from
their pedestals. One man told them that he could
show the shop where the statues were being broken up.
The others followed, and having witnessed the fact,
they set fire to the place. Finally, Antony sent
more soldiers and some of those who resisted were
killed, others were captured, and of these the slaves
were crucified and the freemen thrown over the
Tarpeian rock.

4. So this tumult was quieted; but the extreme Antony
fondness of the plebeians for Antony was turned into e e
extreme hatred. The Senate was delighted, because
it believed that it could not rest secure otherwise
about Brutus and his associates. Antony also moved
that Sextus Pompeius (the son of Pompey the Great,
who was still much beloved by all) should be recalled
from Spain, where he was still attacked by Caesar’s
lieutenants, and that he should be paid 50 millions
of Attic drachmas out of the public treasury for his
father’s confiscated property and be appointed com-
mander of the sea, as his father had been, with
charge of all the Roman ships, wherever situated,
which were needed for immediate service. The
astonished Senate accepted each of these decrees
with alacrity and applauded Antony the whole day ;
for nobody, in their estimation, was more devoted
to the republic than the elder Pompey, and
hence nobody was more regretted. Cassius and
Brutus, who were of Pompey’s faction, and most
honoured by all at that time, thought that they

would be enlirely safe. They thought that what
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