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& With this Life Diels (Doz. Gr. p. 133) compares Hippo-
lytus (Ref. Haer. i. 6), Plutarch (Strom. 2), Aétius, 1. 3.3
L 11,15 i, 10,25 i 11. 53 1i. 20, 1; il 24,25 .29, 13
ii. 21. 1 iii. 15. 6 3 v. 19. 4, which go back to Theophrastus,
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BOOK 11
Cuaprer 1. ANAXIMANDER @ (611-546 B.C.)

ANAXIMANDER, the son of Praxiades, was a native of
Miletus. He laid down as his principle and element
that which is unlimited without defining it as air or
water or anything else. He held that the parts
undergo change, but the whole is unchangeable ;
that the earth, which is of spherical shape, lies in
the midst, occupying the place of a centre; that
the moon, shining with borrowed light, derives its
illumination from the sun; further, that the sun is
as large as the earth and consists of the purest fire.

He was the first inventor of the gnomon and set
it up for a sundial in Lacedaemon,® as is stated by
Tavorinus in his Miscellaneous History, in order to
mark the solstices and the equinoxes ; he also con-
structed clocks to tell the time. He was the first
to draw on a map the outline of land and sea, and
he constructed a globe as well.

His exposition of his doctrines took the form of a
summary which no doubt came into the hands,
among others, of Apollodorus of Athens. He says
in his Chronology that in the second year of the 58th

b These astronomical discoveries belong properly to

Anaxagoras. )
¢ But see Herodotus ii. 109, who makes the Babylonians

the inventors.
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o 547-546 B.C. ) )
b There is & chronological difficulty in this statement of

Diogenes, for Polycrates of Samos died in 522. The diffi--
culty, however, disappears if the statement be taken to refer
not to Anaximander but to Pythagoras.

¢ Diels (op. cif. P- 135) compares Hippolytus, Ref. Haer.
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I, 9-4. ANAXIMANDER-ANAXIMENES

Olympiad @ Anaximander was sixty-four, and that he
died not long afterwards. Thus he flourished almost
at the same time as Polycrates the tyrant of Samos.?
There is a story that the boys laughed at his singing,
and that, when he heard of it, he rejoined, * Then
to please the boys I must improve my singing.”

There is another Anaximander, also of Miletus, a
historian who wrote in the Ionic dialect.

Cuarmer 2. ANAXIMENES ¢ (flor. c. 546 B.C.)

Anaximenes, the son of Eurystratus, a native of
Miletus, was a pupil of Anaximander. According
to some, he was also a pupil of Parmenides. He
took for his first principle air or that which is un-
limited. He held that the stars move round the
earth but do not go under it. He writes simply and
unaffectedly in the Ionic dialect.

According to Apollodorus he was contemporary
with the taking of Sardis and died in the 63rd
Olympiad.?

There have been two other men named Anaxi-
menes, both of Lampsacus, the one a rhetorician who
wrote on the achievements of Alexander, the other,
the nephew of the rhetorician, who was a historian.

Anaximencs the philosopher wrote the following
letters :

Anazimenes to Pythagoras

s« Thales, the son of Examyas, has met an unkind

fate in his old age. He went out from the court of

i 7. 13 Plutarch, Strom. g Aétius, L. 3. 43 iii_.“15. -}
ii. 18. 107 ii. 16. 65 iil. 4. 1 iii. 8. 13 iil. 5 105 1l 14. 3,
ultimately from Theophrastus, Phys. Opin. Fr. 2.
@ 528-525 B.C.
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1. +-6. ANAXIMENES—ANAXAGORAS

his house at night, as was his custom, with his maid-
servant to view the stars, and, forgetting where he
was, as he gazed, he got to the edge of a steep
slope and fell over. In such wise have the Milesians
lost their astronomer. Let us who were his pupils
cherish his memory, and let it be cherished by our
children and pupils ; and let us not cease to enter-
tain one another with his words. Let all our dis-
course begin with a reference to Thales.”

And again :
Anaximenes to Pythagoras

« You were better advised than the rest of us when
you left Samos for Croton, where you live in peace.
Tor the sons of Aeaces work incessant mischief, and
Miletus is never without tyrants. The king of the
Medes is another terror to us, not indeed so long as
we are willing to pay tribute ; but the Ionians are
on the point of going to war with the Medes to
secure their common freedom, and once we are at
war we have no more hope of safety. How then can
Anaximenes any longer think of studying the heavens
when threatened with destruction or slavery ? Mean-
while you find favour with the people of Croton and
with the other Greeks in Ttaly ; and pupils come to
you even from Sicily.”

CraprEr 3. ANAXAGORAS® (500-428 B.C.)

Anaxagoras, the son of Hegesibulus or Fubulus,
was a native of Clazomenae. He was a pupil of
Anaximenes, and was the first who set mind above

Opin. Fr. 4. For Anaxagoras as astronomer see Sir T. L.
Heath, Aristarchus of Samos, PP- 78-85.
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¢ j.o. 456 B.c.; but possibly the year 480 is meant, when
Calliades was archon.
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