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BOOK 111
PLATO (427-847 B.C.)

PraTo was the son of Ariston and a citizen of Athens.
His mother was Perictione (or Potone), who traced
back her descent to Solon. For Solon had a brother,
Dropides ; he was the father of Critias, who was the
father of Callaeschrus, who was the father of Critias,
one of the Thirty, as well as of Glaucon, who was the
father of Charmides and Perictione. Thus Plato,
the son of this Perictione and Ariston, was in the
sixth generation from Solon. And Solon traced his
descent to Neleus and Poseidon. His father too is
said to be in the direct line from Codrus, the son of
Melanthus, and, according to Thrasylus, Codrus and
Melanthus also trace their descent from Poseidon.

Speusippus in the work entitled Plato’s Funeral
Feast, Clearchus in his Encomium on Plato, and
Anaxilaides in his second book On Philosophers, tell
us that there was 2 story at Athens that Ariston
made violent love to Perictione, then in her bloom,
and failed to win her; and that, when he ceased to
offer violence, Apollo appeared to him in a dream,
whereupon he left her unmolested until her child
was born.

Apollodorus in his Chronology fixes the date of
Plato’s birth in the 88th 01ympiad, on the seventh
day of the month Thargelion, the same day on which
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III. 2-4. PLATO

the Delians say that Apollo himself was born, He
died, according to Hermippus, at a wedding feast,
in the first year of the 108th Olympiad, in his eighty-
first year.® Neanthes, however, makes him die at the
age of eighty-four. He is thus seen to be six years
the junior of Isocrates. For Isocrates was born in the
archonship of Lysimachus,b Plato in that of Ameinias,
the year of Pericles’ death.e He belonged to the
deme Collytus, as is stated by Antileon in his second
book On Dates. He was born, according to some,
in Aegina, in the house of Phidiades, the son of
Thales, as Favorinus states in his Miscellaneous
History, for his father had been sent along with
others to Aegina to settle in the island, but returned
to Athens when the Athenians were expelled by the
Lacedaemonians, who championed the Aeginetan
cause. That Plato acted as choregus at Athens, the
cost being defrayed by Dion, is stated by Atheno-
dorus in the eighth book of a work entitled Walks.
He had two brothers, Adeimantus and Glaucon, and
a sister, Potone, who was the mother of Speusippus.

He was taught letters in the school of Dionysius,
who is mentioned by him in the Rivals. And he
learnt gymnastics under Ariston, the Argive wrestler.
And from bim he received the name of Plato on
account of his robust figure, in place of his original
name which was Aristocles, after his grandfather, as
‘Alexander informs us in his Successions of Philosophers.
But others affirm that he got the name Plato from
the breadth of his style, or from the breadth of his
forehead, as suggested by Neanthes. Others again
affrm that he wrestled in the Isthmian Games—this
is stated by Dicaearchus in his frst book On Lives—

o 407-347 B.C. v 436435 B.C. ¢ 429 B.C.
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III. 5-6. PLATO

and that he applied himself to painting and wrote
poems, first dithyrambs, afterwards lyric poems and
tragedies. He had, they say, a wealk voice ; this is
confirmed by Timotheus the Athenian in his book
On Lives. It is stated that Socrates in a dream saw
a cygnet on his knees, which all at once put forth
plumage, and flew away after uttering a loud sweet
note. And the next day Plato was introduced as a
pupil, and thereupon he recognized in him the swan
of his dream.*

At first he used to study philosophy in the
Academy, and afterwards in the garden at Colonus
(as Alexander states in his Successions of Philosophers),
as a follower of Heraclitus. Afterwards, when he
was about to compete for the prize with a tragedy,
he listened to Socrates in front of the theatre of
Dionysus,? and then consigned his poems to the
flames, with the words ¢ :

Come hither, O fire-god, Plato now has need of thee.?

From that time onward, having reached his twentieth
year (so it is said), he was the pupil of Socrates.
When Socrates was gone, he attached himself to
Cratylus the Heraclitean, and to Hermogenes who
professed the philosophy of Parmenides. Then at
the age of twenty-eight, according to Hermodorus,
he withdrew to Megara to Fuclides, with certain
other disciples of Socrates. Next he proceeded to
Cyrene on a visit to Theodorus the mathematician,
thence to Italy to see the Pythagorean philosophers
Philolaus and Furytus, and thence to Bgypt to see

¢ trerra pévror . o . TL OED yarife. It is suggqsfced. that
this sentence also is an insertion by Diogenes, which inter-

rupts the real sequence of the narrative.
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