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1V. 26-2s. CRANTOR—ARCESILAUS

My mind is in doubt, since thy birth is disputed, whether
I am to call thee, Love, the first of the immortal gods, the
eldest of all the children whom old Erebus and queenly
Night brought to birth in the depths beneath wide Ocean ;
or art thou the child of wise Cypris, or of Earth, or of the
Winds ? So many are the goods and ills thou devisest for
men in thy wanderings. Therefore hast thou a body of
double form.

He was also clever at inventing terras. For in-
stance, he said of a tragic player’s voice that it
was unpolished and unpeeled. And of a certain poet
that his verses abounded in miserliness. And that
the disquisitions of Theophrastus were written with
an oyster-shell. His most highly esteemed work is
the treatise On Grief.* He died before Polemo and
Crates, his end being hastened by dropsy. I have
composed upon him the following epigram ? :

The worst of maladies overwhelmed you, Crantor, and
thus did you descend the black abyss of Pluto. While you
fare well even in the world below, the Academy and your
country of Soli are bereft of your discourses.

Ciiaprir 6. ARCESILAUS (c. 318-242 B.C.)

Arcesilaus, the son of Seuthes, according to Apollo-
dorus in the third book of his Ckronology, came from
Pitane in Aeolis. With him begins the Middle
Academy ; he was the first to suspend his judgement
owing to the contradictions of opposing arguments.
He was also the first to argut on both sides of a
question, and the first to meddle with the system
handed down by Plato and, by means of question
and answer, to make it more closely resernble eristic.
luctu ; est enim non magnus, verum aureolus et, ut Tuberoni

eti ecipit, ad verbum ediscendus libellus ” (Cic.
Prac R " Sinth. Plan. 1. 381.
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IV. 28-30. ARCESILAUS

He came across Crantor in this way. He was the
youngest of four brothers, two of them being his
brothers by the same father, and two by the same
mother. Of the last two Pylades was the elder, and
of the former two Moereas, and Moereas was his
guardian. At first, before he left Pitane for Athens,
he was a pupil of the mathematician Autolycus, his
fellow-countryman, and with him he also travelled
to Sardis. Next he ctudied under Xanthus, the
musician, of Athens; then he was a pupil of Theo-
phrastus. Lastly, he crossed over to the Academy
and joined Crantor. For while his brother Moereas,
who has already been mentioned, wanted to make
him a rhetorician, he was himself devoted to philo-
sophy, and Crantor, being enamoured of him, cited
the line from the Andromeda of Euripides *:

O maiden, if I save thee, wilt thou be grateful to me ?

and was answered with the next line ?:

Take me, stranger, whether for maidservant or for wife.

After that they lived together. Whereupon Theo-

hrastus, netiled at his Joss, is said to have remarked,
“ What a quick—witted and ready pupil has left my
school | 7 For, besides being most effective in argu-
ment and decidedly fond of writing books, he also
took up poetry. And there is extant an epigram of
his upon Attalus which runs thus ¢:

Pergamos, not famous in arms alone, is often celebrated

for its steeds in divine Pisa. And if a mortal may make
bold to utter the will of heaven, it will be much more sung

by bards in days to come.

e Nauck, T.G.F.2 Fur. 129.
b b, 132. ¢ Anth. Plan. iii. 56.

W07



31

32

33

DIOGENES LAERTIUS

> AY A > /7 -~
MG kal els Mawddwpov mov Edyduov évos Tdv
cUOYONAGTOY Epdpevoy”
Aol pév puyln, Tylod & fepn Qudrepar
s ’ A I3 /
& Mnwddwpe, o) marpis, Kadavddy.
> A \ 3 > ’ kY 3 Ay 5 4
AN yap els "Axépovra Tov 0B arov loa rédevba,
PSRN
s alvos avdpdv, mdvroley perpevpeva.
~ 8’ ’8’ ” > A > ko AN
opa 8¢ ToL 768" Epefev apuppades Edyapos, @ ov
7oMGY meveoréwy foba mpoopiréoTaTos.
s ’ ’ A -
Amedéyero 8¢ mdvrwv pdMov “Ounpov, ov rat
/
els Smvov iy movTws TU Greylvwokev, GANG Kal
8plpov Mywy émi Tov épdjuevov dmiévar omoTe
BotAovro  dvayvdvar. TV Te [ivdapov épaaxe
Sewoy elvar puwvis eumhijoar kal SvopdTev Kal
$hudrwy edmoplay mapaoyel. “lwva 8¢ kai éxapa-
P ff ’ 3
kripile véos ww.
/! A A 14 ~ 7/ o
Avjrovoe 8¢ kal ‘lmmovikov 7ol yewpuerpov: ov
\ Y A A\ S \ 3 A} 14
kal Eokwpe T4 pév dMa vwbpov dvra kat Xaouddn,
& 8¢ i) Téxy Telewpnuévov, elmiw TV yewperplay
adrod ydowovros €ls TO OTOA SUTTHVOL. TolTov
kol mapardpavra  dvalafwy oikor és TocobTOV
hepdmevoev, és Soov dmoKaTACTOAL. Kpdryros
Se erhmdvros karéoye T oxoMy, ékxwproarTos
adré Swrparidov Twds. Oud 3¢ 70 mepl mdvTWY
> 1t SN ’ ’ ’ ¢
eréyew 00d¢ PBuBMov, daci Twes, ouvéypafer ol
§¢, dmi épwpdfn <Kpdvropos > Twé Seopldv, d paow
of pév éxdodva, of 8¢ xaraxadoar. kel On
’ A A 4 1 AY A/ 3 14
favudlew wrat TOV I drwva kal 7o PiPAio éxe-
kryTOo avTOD. MG kal Tov Hdppwva katd Twas
~ ~ ) A -~
elqhdrer kol Tijs Siadextuchs elxero Kal TOV
efnAwier kat TS OACRTRIR A ————
& Anth. Plan. ii. 382.
» Tf this be so, the study of the poet Ion (§ 31) must have
remained unpublished.
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IV. 30-33. ARCESILAUS

And again upon Menodorus, the favourite of
Fugarus, one of his fellow-students * :,

Far, far away are Phrygia and sacred Thyatira, thy
native land, Menodorus, son of Cadanus. But to unspeak-
able Acheron the ways are equal, from whatever place they be
measured, as the proverb saith. To thee Fugamus raise
this far-seen monument, for thou wert dearest to him of all
who for him toiled.

He esteemed Homer above all the poets and would
always read a passage from him before going to
sleep. And in the morning he would say, whenever
he wanted to read Homer, that he would pay a visit
to his dear love. Pindar too he declared matchless
for imparting fullness of diction and for affording a
copious store of words and phrases. Andin his youth
he made a special study of Ton.

He also attended the lectures of the geometer
Hipponicus, at whom he pointed a jest as one who
was in all besides a listless, yawning sluggard but
yet proficient in his subject. Geometry,  he said,
% must have flown into his mouth while it was agape.”
When this man’s mind gave way, Arcesilaus took him
to his house and nursed him until he was completely
restored. He took over the school on the death of
Crates, a certain Qocratides having retired in his
favour. According to some, one result of his sus-
pending judgement on all matters was that he never
so much as wrote a book.? Others relate that he was
caught revising some works of Crantor, which
according to some he published, according to others
he burnt. He would seem to have held Plato in
admiration, and he possessed a copy of his works.
Some represent him as emulous of Pyrrho as well.
He was devoted to dialectic and adopted the methods
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a A parody of Homer, 7I. vi. 181 : a chimaera bas a lion’s
front, a dragon’s tail, and the body of a goat.
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END OF SAMPLE TEXT

The Complete Text can be found on our CD:
Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature
which can be purchased on our Website :
www.Brainfly.net

or

by sending $64.95 in check or money order to :
Brainfly Inc.

5100 Garfield Ave. #46

Sacramento CA 95841-3839

TEACHER’S DISCOUNT:

If you are a TEACHER you can take advantage of our teacher’s
discount. Click on Teachers Discount on our website
(www.Brainfly.net) or Send us $55.95 and we will send you a full copy
of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
added to the collection or if you would like our wholesale prices list

please send us an email to:

webcomments @brainfly.net
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