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VI. s1-83. DIOGENES—MONIMUS

sopher. The beginning of his treatise runs thus:
“ At the outset of every discourse, methinks, one
should see to it that the basis laid down is unques-
tionable.” The second—of Sicyon—who wrote an
“ Account of Peloponnesus.” The third, our present
subject. The fourth, a Stoic born at Seleucia, who
is also called the Babylonian, because Seleucia is
near Babylon. The fifth, of Tarsus, author of a
work on poetical problems, which he attempts to
solve.

Now the philosopher is said by Athenodorus in
the eighth book of his Walks to have always had a
sleek appearance owing to his use of unguents.®

Cuaprer 3. MONIMUS (fourth century B.C.)

Monimus of Syracuse was a pupil of Diogenes ;
and, according to Sosicrates, he was in the service of
a certain Corinthian banker, to whom Xeniades, the
purchaser of Diogenes, made frequent visits, and by
the account which he gave of his goodness in word
and deed, excited in Monimus a passionate admira-
tion of Diogenes. For he forthwith pretended to be
mad and proceeded to fling away the small change
and all the money on the banker’s table, until at
length his master dismissed him; and he then
straightway devoted himself to Diogenes. He often
followed Crates the Cynic as well, and embraced the
like pursuits ; whereupon his master, seeing him do
this, was all the more persuaded that he was mad.

He came to be a distinguished man; so much
so that he is even mentioned by the comic poet
Menander. At any rate in one of his plays, The
Groom, his words are :
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VI. 83-84. MONIMUS—ONESICRITUS

One Monimus there was, & wise man, Philo,

But not so very famous.
a. He, you mean,

Who carried the serip ?
5. Nay, not one scrip, but three.

Yet never a word, so help me Zeus, spake he

To match the saying, Know thyself, nor such
Famed watchwords. Far beyond all these he went,
Your dusty mendicant, pronouncing wholly vain
All man’s supposings.

Monimus indeed showed himself a very grave moralist,
so that he ever despised mere opinion and sought
only truth.

e has left us, besides some trifles blended with
covert earnestness, two books, Or Impulses and an
Exhortation to Philosophy.

CuapTEr 4. ONESICRITUS (flor. 330 B.C.)

Onesicritus some report to have been an Aeginetan,
but Demetrius of Magnesia says that he was a
native of Astypalaea. He too was one of the dis-
tinguished pupils of Diogenes. His career seems
to have resembled that of Xenophon ; for Xenophon
joined the expedition of Cyrus, Onesicritus that of
‘Alexander ; and the former wrote the Cyropaedia, or
Education of Cyrus, while the latter has described
how Alexander was educated : the one a laudation
of Cyrus, the other of Alexander. And in their
diction they are not unlike : except that Onesicritus,
as is to be expected in an imitator, falls short of his
model.

Amongst other pupils of Diogenes were Menander,
who was nickpamed Drymus or “ Oakwood,” a great
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VI. 84-86. ONESICRITUS—CRATES

admirer of Homer ; Hegesias of Sinope, nicknamed
“ Dog-collar ” ; and Philiscus of Aegina mentioned
above.

Cuapter 5. CRATES (of Thebes, flor. 326 B.c.)

Crates, son of Ascondas, was a Theban. He too
was amongst the Cynic’s famous pupils. Hippobotus,
however, alleges that he was a pupil not of Diogenes,
but of Bryson ¢ the Achaean. The following playful
lines are attributed to him ?:

There is a city Pera in the midst of wine-dark vapour,
Fair, fruitful, passing squalid, owning nought,

Into which sails nor fool nor parasite

Nor glutton, slave of sensual appetite,

But thyme it bears, garlic, and figs and loaves,

For which things’ sake men fight not each with other,
Nor stand to arms for money or for fame.

There is also his widely circulated day-book, which
runs as follows :

Set down for the chef ten minas, for the doctor
One drachma, for a flatterer talents five,

For counsel smoke, for mercenary beauty

A talent, for a philosopher three obols.

He was known as the “ Door-opener "—the caller
to whom all doors fly open—from his habit of entering
every house and admonishing those within. Here is
another specimen of his composition °:

That mueh I have which I bave learnt and thought,

The noble lessons taught me by the Muses:
But wealth amassed is prey to vanity.

disciple of Pythagoras mentioned by lamblichus ( Vita Pyth.

23).
b Anth. Plon. v. 13, ° Anth, Pal. vil. 326,
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END OF SAMPLE TEXT

The Complete Text can be found on our CD:
Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature
which can be purchased on our Website :
www.Brainfly.net

or

by sending $64.95 in check or money order to :
Brainfly Inc.

5100 Garfield Ave. #46

Sacramento CA 95841-3839

TEACHER’S DISCOUNT:

If you are a TEACHER you can take advantage of our teacher’s
discount. Click on Teachers Discount on our website
(www.Brainfly.net) or Send us $55.95 and we will send you a full copy
of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
added to the collection or if you would like our wholesale prices list

please send us an email to:

webcomments @brainfly.net
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