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VII. 178-179. SPHAERUS—CHRYSIPPUS

Of Minimal Parts.

Against Atoms and Images.

Of Organs of Sense.

A Course of Five Lectures on Heraclitus.
On the Right Arrangement of Lthical Doctrine.
Of Duty.

Of Impulse.

Of the Passions, two books.

Of Kingship.

Of the Spartan Constitution.

Of Lycurgus and Socrates, three bools.
Of Law.

On Divination.

Dialogues on Love.

Of the School of Eretria.

Of Similars.

Of Terms.

Of Habit.

Of Contradictions, three books.

Of Discourse.

Of Wealth.

Of Fame.

Of Death.

Handbook of Dialectic, two books.

Of Predicates.

Of Ambiguous Terms.

Letters.

Cuaprer 7. CHRYSIPPUS (c. 282-206 B.C.)

Chrysippus, the son of Apollonius, came either
from Soli or from Tarsus, as Alexander relates in his
Successions. He was a pupil of Cleanthes. Before
this he used to practise as a long-distance runner
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VII. 179-181. CHRYSIPPUS

but afterwards he came to hear Zeno, or, as Diocles
and most people say, Cleanthes; and then, while
Cleanthes was still living, withdrew from his school
and attained exceptional eminence as a philosopher.
He had good natural parts and showed the greatest
acuteness in every branch of the subject ; so much
so that he differed on most points from Zeno, and
from Cleanthes as well, to whom he often used to
say that all he wanted was to be told what the
doctrines were ; he would find out the proofs for
himself. Nevertheless, whenever he had contended
against Cleanthes, he would afterwards feel remorse,
so that he constantly came out with the lines?:

Blest in all else am I, save only where
I touch Cleanthes : there I am ill-fortuned.

So renowned was he for dialectic that most people
thought, if the gods took to dialectic, they would
adopt no other system than that of Chrysippus. He
had abundance of matter, but in style he was not
successful. In industry he surpassed every one, as
the list of his writings shows; for there are more
than 705 of them. He increased their number by
arguing repeatedly on the same subject, setting
down anything that occurred to him, making many
corrections and citing numerous authorities. So
much so that in one of his treatises he copied out
nearly the whole of Euripides’ Medea, and some one
who had taken up the volume, being asked what he
was reading, replied, ““ The Medea of Chrysippus.”

Apollodorus of Athens in his Collection of Doctrines,
wishing to show that what Epicurus wrote with force
and originality unaided by quotations was far greater
in amount than the books of Chrysippus, says, to
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VII. 181-183. CHRYSIPPUS

quote his exact words, “ If one were to strip the books
of Chrysippus of all extraneous quotations, his pages
would be left bare.” So much for Apollodorus. Of
Chrysippus the old woman who sat beside him used
to say, according to Diocles, that he wrote 500 lines
a day. Hecato says that he came to the study of
philosophy, because the property which he had in-
herited from his father had been confiscated to the
king’s treasury.

In person he was insignificant, as is shown by the
statue in the Ceramicus, which is almost hidden by
an equestrian statue hard by; and this is why
Carneades called him Crypsippus or Horse-hidden.
Once when somebody reproached him for not going
with the multitude to hear Ariston, he rejoined, “If
I had followed the multitude, I should not have
studied philosophy.” When some dialectician got up
and attacked Cleanthes, proposing sophistical fallacies
to him, Chrysippus called te him, * Cease to distract
your elder from matters of importance ; propound
such quibbles to us juniors.” Again, when somebody
who had a question to ask was steadily conversing
with him in private, and then upon seeing a crowd
approaching began to be more contentious, he said :

Ah ! brother mine, thine eye is growing wild :
To madness fast thou’rt changing, sane but now.*

At wine-parties he used to behave quietly, though
he was unsteady on his legs; which caused the
woman-slave to say, © As for Chrysippus, only his
legs get tipsy.” His opinion of himself was so high
that when some one inquired, ** To whom shall I
entrust my son?’’ he replied, *“ To me : for, if I
had dreamt of there being anyone better than
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END OF SAMPLE TEXT

The Complete Text can be found on our CD:
Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature
which can be purchased on our Website :
www.Brainfly.net

or

by sending $64.95 in check or money order to :
Brainfly Inc.

5100 Garfield Ave. #46

Sacramento CA 95841-3839

TEACHER’S DISCOUNT:

If you are a TEACHER you can take advantage of our teacher’s
discount. Click on Teachers Discount on our website
(www.Brainfly.net) or Send us $55.95 and we will send you a full copy
of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
added to the collection or if you would like our wholesale prices list

please send us an email to:

webcomments @brainfly.net
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