ROMAN ANTIQUITIES

DIONYSIUS HALICARNASSENSIS.

THE FOURTH BOOK.

4 ’: i tARQUINTUS, dying in the manner I have men-
tioned, left two *grandfons who were infants, and

~ two daughters, already, married. He was fucceeded

in the kingdom by Tullius, one of his fons-in-law, in the
fourth year of the fiftieth Olympiad, when Epitelides, a
Lacedacmonian, won the prize of the ftadium ; Archeftratides

AnnoraTionNs on the Fourth Book,

v Fuayge, Since our author has
employed fo many arguments to prove
that Lucius Tarquinius; and his bro-
ther, were not the fons, but the grand-
fons of Tarquinius Prifcus, it is fome-
thing extraordinary that all the edi-
tions, and manufcripts, fhould call

them ss, inftead of "yfwvss, which laft

difficulty to
* Livy fays

reading I have made no
follow in the tranflation.

it is not clear whether they were his
fons, or grandfonss but rather inclines
to think them his fons, upon the au-
thority of the greateft number of hi-
frorians. However, I believe the rea-
fons, alledged by our author, will clear
up this point of hiftory. All this
makes it plain that we muft read surss,
as Cafaubon has, very well, obferved.

s B. i, c. 46.

being
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being archon at Athens. This is the proper place to men-
tion thofe particulars relating to Tullius, which we, at firft,
omitted, and to give an account both of his parents, and of
the actions he performed, while he was yet a private perfon,
and before his acceffion to the government, Concerning
his family, therefore, the relation I think the moft probable
is this : There lived at Corniculum, a city of the Latine
nation, a man of the royal family, named Tullius, who was
married to Ocrifia, alady far exceiling all thofe of her fex in
Corniculum, both in beauty, and modefty. When this city
was taken by the Romans, Tullius him{elf was {lain fighting
for his country ; and Ocrifia, then with child, was fele@ed
from the {poils, and given to Tarquinius, then king of the
Romans, who prefented her to his wifc : She, being informed
of every thing, that related to this woman, manumitted her
foon after, and diftinguifhed her above all other women by
the marks of tendernefs, and regard {he continued to beflow
upon her. While Ocrifia was yet a {lave, fhe was brought
to bed of a boy, to whom, when he was brought up, his
mother gave the name of Tullius, from his father, as his
proper, and family name ; and, alfo, the name of Servius,
as a common, and appellative name, from her own condition,
becaufe the was a {lave, when the was brought to bed of
him : Which appellation, if tranflated into Greek, would
be exprefled by Asog, Servile. |

I1, There is another tradition concerning  his birth,
mentioned in the writings of this nation, which, though it,
tabuloufly, exaits him, we have met with in many Roman

Vou, 1. | T hiftories ;
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" hiftories; and the account of it, if the gods, and genius’s
will allow it to be related, is as follows: They fay that,
from the altar in the palace, on which the Romans offer
facrifices, and cenfecrate the firft offerings of their evening
meals, a2 man’s privy member rofe up above the fire ; and
that Ocrifia firft faw it, as fhe was carrying the cuftomary
cakes to the fire, and, immediately, informed the*king,
and queen of it : That Tarquinius, upon heating this, and,
afterwards, feeing the prodigy, was aftonithed : But Tana-
quil, who was, otherwife, a woman of {fenfe, and inferior to
none of the Tyrrhenians in the knowledge of the prophetic
art, told him, it was ordained by fate that the child, fore-
told by the prodigy feen upon the altar of the palace, and
{prung from the woman, who conceived by the phantom,
fhould be of a condition fuperior to human nature: And
the other augurs afhrming the fame thing, the king thought
Gt that Ocrifia, to whom the prodigy bad firft appeared,
‘hould converfe with him : After which, this woman, being
drefied like a bride, was fhut up alone in the room, in
which the prodigy had been feen ; and one of the gods, or
oenius's, whether Vulcan, as they think, or the hero, to
whom the houfec was dedicated, having had converfation
with her, and, afterwards, difappearing, {he conceived by
him, and was delivered of Tullius at the proper time.
This fabulous account, which {eems not altogether credible,
16 the lefs difbelieved by realon of another manifeftation of the
s yg Pacihers. T His could not well tranf{lators have rendered it. However,

he rendered otherwife than zhe king, it muft be remembered, that the wives
and the queen, 38, 1 find, the French of the Roman kings were not queens.

gods
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gods relating to this man, which is wonderful and extra-
ordinary.  For he, falling afleep, as he was fitting in the
portico of the palace about noon, a fire thone from his head :
This, his mother, and the king’s wife, as they were walking
in the portico, faw, as well as all, who then happened to be
prefent with them: And the flame continued to thine quite
round his head, till his mother, running to him, waked him ;
and, when his {leep was ended, the flame difappeared.
Thefe are the accounts, that are given of his birth,

III. The memorable a&ions he performed before his
acceflion, in confideration of which Tarquinius admired
him, and the Roman people horoured him next to the king,
are thefe. Being very young at the time, when Tarquinius
undertook his firft expedition againft the Tyrrhenians, and
in the horfe, he was thought to have behaved himfelf with
fo much bravery, that he, prefently, gained an univerfal
reputation ; and, preferably to any other perfon, received
the prize of valor. Afterwards, when another expedition
was undertaken againft the fame nation, and a {harp battle
fought near the city of Eretum, he was judged to have .
thewn greater bravery than any man, and was, again,
crowned by the king in teftimony of his having deferved
the fame reward. When he was at moft twenty years old,
he was appointed to command the auxiliary forces, fent by
the Latines, and aflifted Tarquinius in obtaining the fove-
reignty over the Tyrrhenians. In the firft war againft the
Sabines,.being general of the horfe, he put to flight That
of the enemy, pur{uing them as far as the city of Antemnae,

T 2 - and,
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and, again, received the ame cuftomaryrewards for the luperior
bravery ke had fhewn upon this occafion. Te was ingaged
in many other actions againft the {fame nation, fometime

commanding the horfe, and, {ometimes, the foot; in all
which he fhewed himfelf a man of the greateft courage, and,
always, was the fuft perfon crowned upon thefe occafions.
And, when that nation came to f{urrender themfelves, and
deliver up their cities to the Romans, he was looked upon
by Tarquinius as the chief author of this {fovercignty allo,
and crowned by him with the crowns, ufually, given upon
a victory. Befides, he had the jufteft thoughts of civil
government, and was inferior to none in his manner of
exprefling them; and poffefled, in an eminent degree, the
power of accommodating him{elf to perfons of all conditions,
and all chara®ers. In confideration of thefe accomplifh-
ments, the Romans thought proper to tranflate him, by their
votes, from a plebeiam, to the rank of a patrician, an honor
they had conferred on Tarquinius, and, before that, on
MNuma Pompilius: T heking, alfo, made him his {fon-in-law,
giving him one of his two daughters in marriage 5 and, what-
over bufinefs his infirmities, or his age, rendered him inca-
pable of attending to himfelf, he ordered Tullius to tranfadt

=

it; and committed to his care, not only, the private affairs of

30 My & nes Qeovyoas o wonilima  was feuyvevos za]a. I Thucydides has
euvdlelalos, etc.  This thought our au- the advantage of the expreffion, our
thor has taken from P Thucydides, author has, certainly, That of decen-
though he has expreffed it in other cys; fince the former makes Fericles
words: Thofe of the latter are, s give himfelf thefe qualifications, and
udevas ooy D10 EIVCH YWYl TE TR Novla, the latter gives them to anciher.
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his own family, but, alfo, Thofe, that related to the public.
In all thefe employments, he was found to have a&ed with
integrity, and juftice; the people finding no difference be-
tween the adminiftration of Tar%mmus, and That of
Tullivs; {o cffetually did he gain their affections by the
favors he conferred upon them, '

IV. This perfon, therefor re, being, fufficiently, forme
by nature for command, and, ﬂ?fo, {fupplied by fortune
with many, and great opportunitics of att a1ning it, as {oon
as Tarquinius was {lain by the treaches ry of the fons
of Marcius, who, thereby, {ought to recover the kingdom
their father had been poficfied of, as was (hewn in the pre-
ceding book, he looked upon himfelf to be called to the
royal dignity by the very fituation of affairs ; and, being a
man of activity, he did not let {lip the opportunity. Th
perfon, to whofe afliftance he owed the poflefiion of the
regal power, and, who was the author of all his good for-
tune, was the wife of the deceafed king, who fupported
him both as he was her fon-in-law, and, as fhe found, by
many oracies, it was ordained by fate that this man
{hould be king of the Romans. It happened that her own
fon, a youth, was, lately, dead, and that his two fons
“were left infants: She, therefore, refle@ing on the defo-
lation of her family, and being under the greas eft sﬂﬁk)m?npam
fions left, if the fons of Mﬂf @Tﬁid hemfelves of
y thefs ‘?fﬁamtsn and ex-

Y

!r.p.‘!n

the fovereignty, they fhould de
tirpate all the royal family, ﬁ it ordere
q‘iac to be fhut, and a guard to be placed there, with

f
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orders to fuffer none to pafs in, or out; then, caufing every
one to leave the room, in which they had laid Tarquinius
juft ready to expire, except Ocrifia, Tullius, and her daugh-
ter, who was married to Tullius, fhe direéted the children
to be brought thither by their nurfes, and fpoke to the
others in the following manner: ¢ Tarquinius, the
¢ king, O Tullius, by whom you were brought up, and
¢ educated, and who honoured you more than any of his
¢ friends, and relations, has, by an impious aflaffmation,
‘¢ finithed his deftined courfe, without having made either
“ any difpofition of his private affairs, or any regulation
¢ concerning Thofe, which relate to the public, and to the
¢¢ civil adminiftration; and without having had it in his
¢ power even to embrace any of us, or to take his laft farewel
<« of any : And thefe unfortunate orphans are left deftitute,
“ and in imminent danger of their lives: For, if the power
¢« falls into the hands of the Marcii, the murderers of their
¢ grandfather, they will be put to death by them in the
¢ moft miferable manner; even, the lives of you, to whom
- ¢ Tarquinius gave his daughters in preference to them,
<« will not be fafe, thould his murderers poffefs themfielves
« of the {overeignty, any more than the lives of the reft of
¢« his friends, and relations, or of us miferable women ;
< but they will endeavour to deftroy us all, both openly,
<« and privately. ‘Thefe things, therefore, being confidered
<« by us, we ought not to fuffer the wicked murderers of
‘<« Tarquinius, and, at the fame time, the enemies of us all,
“ to obtain fo great a power; but to oppofe, and prevent

¢ them,
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