- THE

ROMAN ANTIQUITIES

¥ ) O F

DIONYSIUS HALICARNASSENSIS.

THE EIGHTH BOOK.

“HE confuls, who were chofen after thefe, were
Caius Julius Tulus, and Publius Pinarius Rufus,
who entered upon their magiftracy in the feventy
third Olympiad, at which Aftylus of Croton won the prize
of the ftadium, Anchifes being archon at Athens; Thefe
magiftrates, who were not, in the leaft, warlike men, and,
for that reafon chiefly, had obtained the confulthip from
the people, were, contrary to*their inclination, ingaged in
many great dangers ; a war breaking out in their magiftracy,
which kad like to have deftroyed the commonwealth from
its foundation: For Marcius Coriolanus, who had been
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accufed of aiming at tyranny, and condemned to perpetual
banithment, refenting his misfortune, and, at the fame time,
defiring to revenge himfelf upon his enemies, confidered by
wiat means, and by the forces of what nation, he might
effcéirit; and found that the Volfd were, at that time, the

only
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only people, whofe power was able to encounter That of
the Romans, i’ they could be brought to unite, and make
war upon them under an able general. He concluded, there-
fore, that, if he could prevail on the Volfci to receive him,
and to give him the command of the war, his defign would
eafily, and prefently, be brought to bear. On the other fide,
his hopes were checked by the confideration of the cala-
mities he had often brought upon them in battle, and in
forcing many cities to forfake their alliance. However, the
greatnefs of the danger did not deter him from the attempt;
on the contrary, he refolved to rufh into thefe very dangers,
and fuffer whatever might be the confequence. Taking the
advantage, therefore, of a dark night, he went to Antium,
the moft confiderable city of the Volici, at the time when
the inhabitants were at fupper; and, going into the houfe
of a man in powér, who, by reafon of his birth, his riches,
and his military actions, had a high opinion of himf¢lf, and,
generally, led the whole nation, whofe name was Tullus
Attius, he became his fupplicant, and *fate down at the

AxnNorarions on the Eighth Boox,

> Kabelopsvas smi e ésiog. Cafaubon

Moloffians ; who, not being at home,
has thewn great fagacity in reading

his wife inftructed him what he was to

mo&{:‘zfc!u.evoc, inftead of xoceegop.év;s, as it
frands in all the editions ; this does him
the greater honor, as it is plain he had
never {een the Vatican manuicript,
where we find xabeloperor: Cafaubon
juftifies his correction by * Thucydides,
who, in {peaking of Themiftocles,
when he fled to Admetus, king of the

do, in order to gain the protection of
her hufband, fays, ¢ de, ne YVVIRINGS
ixelyg Y EVOLLEVOG, didacudar var' avlye Top
waida cPwv Aabay m<95§so§ou £ THY isiay,
or, rather, as I think, em 4¢ ésime.
Cafaubon goes on, and confirms his
reading by quotations from many
other authors, which I think it need-

+B.1 ¢ 136.
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foot of the altar confecrated to his houfhold gods: Then,
having related to him the neceflity, which had reduced him
to fly to his enemies, he bepged of him to entertain fenti-
ments of moderation, and humanity with regard to a perfon,
who was become his fupplicant, and, no longer, to look upon
that man as an enemy, who was in his power ; nor to exert
his firength againft the unhappy and the humbled ; but
to confider that the fortunes of men are not permanent,
¢ This, fays he, you may learn, in a particular manner,
¢ from myfelf, who was, once, looked upon as the moft
¢ confiderable perfon in the moft renowned city, and am,
“ now, deferted, banithed, reduced to an abject condition,
“ and expofed to any treatment you, who are my enemy,

lefs to repeat, fince we are in poflef-
fion of the true reading by the affift-
ance of the Vatican manufcript. M.
* %% has taken all thefe authorities
from Cafaubon verbatim, and adorned
himfelt with his fpoils, without the
leaft acknowledgement to the bird,
whofe plumes he borrowed : However,
I thought it a picce of juftice to ftrip
the jackdaw, and to reftore the gaudy
feathe:s to the right cwner. To what
1 have quoted from Cafaubon, I fhall
add a word, or two of my own, con-
cerning the fignification of the word
i5i4, becaufe I do not think that either
focus in the Latin, or foyer in the
French, tranflators, explains the fenfe
of it in this place: For, neither of
thofe words fignifies any thing more
than a fire, or a bearth ; whereas the
proper lignification of ésia was an aliar

b Pro dom, ¢, 41,

ereCted in every houfe to the Dij Pe-
nates : ‘This is explained by ® Cicero
LQuid et fanttins, guid omni religione
munitius, quam domus wninfeujufque ci-
viwm ? Hic arae funt, hic foci, bic dii
Penates, bic facra, religiones, caeremoniae
continentur : Hoc perfuginm eftita fancium
omnibus, ut inde abripi neminem fas fit.
This ¢s.e Ulyfies, in © Homer, calls
upon to witnefs to the truth of what
heis faying,

Isiy v odveyos epupmoves, sy a@iava.

Where 1519, o1 é5im, is, very properly,
explained by the Greek fcholiaft, ¢
Bw‘uo; Tys isime.  In this fenfe aiib,
Hobbes, who, feldom, miftakes his
author, has tranflated xcx@ecs&m T TYE
¢sies in the paffage I quoted from
Thucydides, and fir down at the altar
of the boufe,

¢Odyfll 5. ¥, 158,

¢ {hall
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¢ (hall think fit to infli& upon me. But I promife you that
¢ T will perform as great (ervices to the Volfci, if I become

¢ their friend, as I occafioned calamities to them, when I

¢ was their enemy : However, if you refolve upon my ruin,
«Jet loofe your refentment at once, and grant me the
¢ {peedieft death, by facrificing a fupplicant with your own

¢ hand, and at the foot »f your own altar.”
1L While he was yet fpeaking, Tullus gave him his hand;
and, raifing him from the altar, defired he would affure
himfelf that he fhould not be treated In a manner unworthy
of his virtue; and faid he thought himfelf under great
obligations to kim for coming to his houfe, and thewed that
he looked upon even This as no {mall honor: He pro-
mifed him, alfo, that he would make all the Vollci his
friends, and begin with his own fellow-citizens : All which
romifes he made good. Scon after, Marcius, and Tullus
conferred together in private, and came to a refolution to
begin a war againft the Romans. Tullus propofed to put
himfelf, immediately, at the head of all the Volfci, and
march to Rome, while the Romans were yet divided, and
had unexperienced generals. On the other fide, Marcius
infifted that they ought firft to lay a pious, and juft foun-
dation for the war ; and fhewed him that the gods interpofed
in all tranfaétions, particuiaﬂy in Thofe relating to war, by
how much they are of greater confequence than any others,
and fubje& to uncertain events. It happened that there was,
at that time, a ceflation of arms, and a truce {ubfifting
between the Romans, and the Volfci, and alfo, a treaty for
two
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two years, lately entered into between them: ¢ If, there-
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fore, you make war upon them inconfiderately, fays he,
and with precipitation, you will be the caufe of the
treaties being diffolved, and Heaven will not be propitious
to you: Whereas, if you ftay till they do this, you will
be thought to a& upon the defenfive, and to punifh them
for their breach of treaty. How this may be effeGted,
and by what means they may firft violate this treaty, and
we {eem to make war upon them with piety, and juftice,
Ihave difcovered, after long confideration. * Itis neceflary
the Romans fthould be deceived by us, and beled, by that
deceit, firft to tranfgrefs the law of nations. The manner
of this deceit (which I have, hitherto, concealed in ex-
pedtation of a proper feafon to put it in practice; but,
{eeing you, now, eager for action, I am forced to difclofe
it fooner than I propofed) is this: The Romans are going
to perform facrifices, and exhibit very magnificent games,
at a great expence: At which great numbers of ftrangers
will be prefent, as fpectators.  When this time comes, go

20 Ae 8¢ v yuav adlve efumalober]as.
This is a poor fubterfuge in Coriola-
nus, and ftrange advice from a man,
who had, juft before, faid that Heaven
would not be propitious to the Vollci,
if they were the aggreflors in the war;
as 1f there could be any difference be-
tween taking arms againft the Romans,
and circumventing them by this mean
device: The end of both was the fame,
thatis, to force the Romans into a war,
and the means he employed to effe&t

that end, was, of the two, the lz:aft

honourable. But he feems throughout

to have been fo far blinded by his refent-
ment againft his country, asto facrifice
every confideration to his defire of re-
venge : The impetuofity of this paf-
fion made him tranfgrefs the moft im-
portant maxim of political morality,
which renders it infamous, in the
higheft degree, for any man, how un-
Juitly foever he may have been treated
by his country (which, by the way,
was not his cafe) even to affit her
enemies with his counfel, much more
to take arms againtt her.

¢ thither
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¢ thither yourfelf, and ingage as many of the Vollci as you
¢ can, to go allo, and {fee the games: And, when you are
“ at Rome, fend one of your friends you can moft con-
¢ fide in, to the confuls, and let him acquaint them, pri-
¢ vately, that the Volfci have formed a defign to attack
¢ the city in the night ; and that it is with this view they
“ are come to Rome in fo great numbers: For you may be
“ affured that, if they hear this, they will expel youthe city
¢ without hefitation, and furnifh you with a motive for a
“ juft refentment.”

HI. When Tullus heard this, he was highly pleafed ;
and, putting off the defign of a prefent expedition, employed
himfelf in preparing for the war. When the day, appointed
for the commencement of the feftival, was come, Julius,
and Pinarius, having, already, entered upon their magiﬁracy,
the choiceft youth of the Vollci came from every city, at
the defire of Tullus, to fee the games : And the greateﬁ'
part of them were obliged to lie in tents {et up both in the
facred, and public places; neither the houfes of public
entertainment, nor Thofe of the Romms, with whom they
hadan intercourfe of hO{pltahtV’ {ufficing for their reception :
And, when they walked in the flreets, they appeared in
bodies, and companies : So that, there was, already, a report
in the city, and ftrange fulpicions railed concerning them.
In the mean time, the informer, fuborned by Tullus pur-
fuant to the advice of Marcius, went to the confuls 5 and,
pretcnd ing that he had a fecret practice to reveal to his

nemies againft his friends, he bound the confuls by oaths,
a8
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as well in regard to his own fafety, as that none of the
Volfei fhould know who had given the information againft
them : After which, he gave an account of the pretended
treachery. The confuls gave credit to the relation, and
immediately fummoned all the {enators, man by man; and
the informer, being brought before the {enate, and, having
received from them, alfo, the fame affurances, he confirmed
the account he had given. The fenators had, even long
before, looked upon it as a circumftance full of fufpi-
cion, that fuch numbers of young men fthould come to fee
the games from one nation, who were their enemies : But,
by the accellion of this information, the deceit of which
they were ftrangers to, their opinion was turned into cer-
tainty. The refolution, therefore, they all came to, was, to
fend the men out of the city before funfet, and to order
proclamation to be made, that all, who refufed to obey,
fhould be put to death; and that the confuls fhould take
care that, in departing, they fhould neither be infulted, nor
expofed to any danger. |

IV. After the {enate had paffed this order, fome went
through the ftreets giving notice to the Volfci to depart the
city immediately, and that they fhould all go out at one
gate, which was That called Capena ; while others, together
with the confuls, conduéted them in their departure : And,
as they all went out of the city at the fame time, and at the
{ame gate, it appeared, by that means, how numerous they
were, and how fit they were all for fervice. Tullus firft
went out with great expedition ; and, making a ftand at a

proper
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