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INTRODUCTION TO ORATION 111

Tur Third Oration is an expression of gratitude
(xaptoTipLos Aéyos)! to the Empress Husebia, the
first wife of Constantius. After Julian’s intractable
step-brother Gallus Caesar had been murdered by the
Emperor, he was summoned to the court at Milan,
and there, awkward and ill at ease, cut off from his
favourite studies and from the society of philoso-
phers, surrounded by intriguing and unfriendly
courtiers, and regarded with suspicion by the
Emperor, Julian was protected, encouraged and
advised by Eusebia. His praise and gratitude are,
for once, sincere. The oration must have -been
composed either in Gaul or shortly before Julian set
out  thither after the dangerous dignity of the
Caesarship had been thrust upon him. His sincerity
has affected his style, which is simpler and more
direct than that of the other two Panegyrics.

1 ¢f. Quintilian 3. 7. 10. on the Graticrum actio.
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IOTATANOT KAISAPOS ETSEBIAY
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PANEGYRIC IN HONOUR OF THE
EMPRESS EUSEBIA

Waar, pray, ought we to think of those who owe
things of price and beyond price—I do not mean
gold or siiver, but simply any benefit one may
happen to receive from one’s neighbour—suppose
that they neither try nor intend to repay that
kindness, but are indolent and do not trouble
themselves to do what they can and try to discharge
the debt? Is it not evident that we must think
them mean and base? Far more I think than
any other crime do we hate ingratitude, and we
blame those persons who have received benefits
and are ungrateful to their benefactors. And the
ungrateful man is not only he who repays kindness
with evil deeds or words, but also he who is silent
and conceals a kindness and tries to comsign it to
oblivion and abolish gratitude. Now of such brutal
and inhuman baseness as the repayment with evil
the instances are few and easily reckoned ; but there
are many who try to conceal the appearance of
having received benefits, though with what purpose
I know not. They assert, however, that it is
because they are trying to avoid a reputation for a
sort of servility and for base flattery. But though I
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THE ORATIONS OF JULIAN, 111
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PANEGYRIC IN HONOUR OF EUSEBIA

know well enough that what they say is all insin-
cere, nevertheless 1 let that pass, and suppose we
assume that they, as they think, do escape an
undeserved reputation for flattery, still they at the
same time appear to be guilty of many weaknesses
and defects of character that are in the highest
degree base and illiberal. For either they are too
dense to perceive what no one should fail to perceive,
or they are not dense but forgetful of what they
ought to remember for all time. Or again, they do
remember, and yet shirk their duty for some reason or
other, being cowards and grudging by nature, and their
hand is against every man without exception, seeing
that not even to their benefactors do they consent
to be gentle and amiable; and then if there be
any opening to slander and bite, they look angry
and fierce like wild beasts. Genuine praise they
somehow or other avoid giving, as though it were a
costly extravagance, and they censure the applause
given to noble actions, when the only thing that
they need enquire into is whether the eulogists
respect truth and rate her higher than the reputa-
tion of showing their gratitude by eulogy. For
this at any rate they cannot assert, that praise is
a useless thing, either to those who receive it or to
others besides, who, though they have been assigned
the same rank in life as the objects of their praise,
have fallen short of their merit in what they have
accomplished. To the former it is not only agree-
able to hear, but makes them zealous to aim at a still
higher level of conduct, while the latter it stimulates
both by persuasion and compulsion to imitate that
noble conduct, because they see that none of those
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