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INTRODUCTION TO ORATION V

Tur cult of Phrygian Cybele the Mother of the
Gods, known to the Latin world as the Great
Mother, Magna Mater, was the first Oriental religion
adopted by the Romans. In the Fifth Oration, which
is, like the Fourth, a hymn, Julian describes the
entrance of the Goddess into Italy in the third
century B.¢. In Greece she had been received long
before, but the more civilised Hellenes had not
welcomed, as did the Romans, the more barbarous
features of the cult, the mutilated priests, the Galli,
and the worship of Attis.! They preferred the less
emotional cult of the Syrian Adonis. In Athens the
Mother of the Gods was early identified with Gaia
the Earth Mother, and the two became inextricably
confused.2 But Julian, in this more Roman than
Greek, does not shrink from the Oriental conception
of Cybele as the lover of Attis, attended by eunuch
priests, or the frenzy of renunciation described by
Catullus.? But he was first of all a Neo-Platonist,
and the aim of this hymn as of the Fourth Oration is
to adapt to his philosophy a popular cult and to give
its Mysteries a philosophic interpretation.

1 For the Attis cult see Frazer, Aitis, Adonts and Osiris;
for the introduction of the worship of Cybele into Italy,
Cumont, Les religions orientales dans le puganisme romoin.

2 See Harrison, Mythology and Monuments of Ancient
Athens, # Catullus 63.
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The Mithraic religion, seeking to conciliate the
other cults of the empire, had from the first
associated with the sun-god the worship of the
Magna Mater, and Attis had been endowed with the
attributes of Mithras. Though Julian’s hymn is in
honour of Cybele he devotes more attention to Attis.
Originally the myth of Cybele symbolises the suc-
cession of the seasons; the disappearance of Attis
the sun-god is the coming of winter ; his mutilation
is the barrenness of nature when the sun has
departed ; his restoration to Cybele is the renewal of
spring. In all this he is the counterpart of Per-
sephone among the Grecks and of Adonis in Syria.
Julian interprets the myth in connection with the
three worlds described in the Fourth Oration.
Cybele is a principle of the highest, the intelligible
world, the source of the intellectual gods. Attis
is not merely a sun-god: he is a principle of the
second, the intellectual world, who descends to the
visible world in order to give it order and fruitful-
ness. Julian expresses the Neo-Platonic dread and.
dislike of matter, of the variable, the plural and
unlimited. Cybele the intelligible principle would
fain have restrained Attis the embodiment of intelli-
gence from association with matter. His recall and
mutilation symbolise the triumph of unity over
multiformity, of mind over matter. His restoration
to Cybele symbolises the escape of our souls from the
world of generation.

Julian follows Plotinus?! in regarding the myths as
allegories to be interpreted by the philosopher and

15 1.7; 8 6.19; 1. 6. 8; cf. Plato, Theaetetus 152¢;
and Plutarch, On Ists and Osiris, b pifos . . . . Adyov Tivds
{upacts éorwy dvaxh@yTos én' GANa Thy Sidvoiav.
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the theosophist. They are riddles to be solved, and
the paradoxical element in them is designed to turn
our minds to the hidden truth. For laymen the
myth is enough. Like all the Neo-Platonists he
sometimes uses phrases which imply human weak-
ness or chronological development for his divinities
and then withdraws those phrases, explaining that
they must be taken in another sense. His attitude
to myths is further defined in the Sixth? and Seventh
Orations. The Fifth Oration can bardly be under-
stood apart from the Fourth, and both must present
many difficulties to a reader who is unfamiliar with
Plotinus, Porphyry, the treatise On the Mysteries,
formerly attributed to Iamblichus, Sallust, On the
Gods and the World, and the extant treatises and
fragments of Iamblichus. Julian composed this
treatise at Pessinus in Phrygia, when he was on his
way to Persia, in 362 B.c.

1 Cf. 206 p. Myths are like toys which help children
through teething.
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IOTATANOT ATTOKPATOPOZ

EIS THN MHTEPA TQN GEQN
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~ b 14 / A \ 3 7 b 4
TGy dppiTev ypdiropey ral Ta avéforota éfoi-
goper’ kal Ta AvekANdMNTa ékAaNToOpEY; Tis péy
§"ATTis fror TdAnos, tis 8& 7 v Oedv MyjTnp,
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/ ~ ~ ¢ A ~
mpoaére Tod xdpiw obTogl? Toto0TOS Ny é€ dpxhs
s A \ < \ ~ 3 7/
raredelxOn, mapadolels uév o TOY apXaoTATOY
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A / N b ~ ’ 3 ’ Y 4
Kal ToUTWY OV TV TUXOVT®V, AN CAbBnvaiwv,
dpyors SidayBévrwv, ST pi KaANGS érdbacav éri
n ~ Ny ~ ’ 4 / \
T@ TENCUVTL TA 0PYLO TNS MunTpos; Aéyovrar yap
[ ’
odror mepwpPploar kal dmeldoat Tov [aAor s
6 Oeia waworouobvra, ob Evvévres omolov Tv THS
~ ~ ~ /.
Beod TO xpipa Kal @ 9 TApP AVTOLS TUUOUEVT]
\ v\ C 4 A / l ~ \ b
Anw xai ‘Péa rxai Anpirnp. eiTa pnuis TO €V-
~ ~ ~ \ s ~ 4 < A\
revfev Ths Beod xai Oepamela Ths pivedos. 1) yap

1 gtolooper Cobet adds, avékaora ral M8, Hertlein,
2 ofrogl Hertlein suggests, obrwol MSS.
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HYMN TO THE MOTHER
OF THE GODS

Oveur I to say sometbing on this subject also?
And shall I write about things not to be spoken of
and divulge what ought not to be divulged ? Shall
I utter the unutterable? Who is Attis! or Gallus,?
who is the Mother of the Gods?® and what is the
manner of their ritual of purification?  And further
why was it introduced in the beginning among us
Romans? It was handed down by the Phrygians in
very ancient times, and was first taken over by
the Greeks, and not by any ordinary Greeks but
by Athenians who had learned by experience that
they did wrong to jeer at one who was celebrating
the Mysteries of the Mother. For it is said that
they wantonly insulted and drove out Gallus, on the
ground that he was introducing a new cult, because
they did not understand what sort of goddess they
had to do with, and that she was that very Deo
whom they worship, and Rhea and Demeter too.
Then followed the wrath of the goddess and the
, ! The Phrygian god of vegetation who corresponds to the
Syrian Adonis. His name is said to mean *‘father,” and he
is at once the lover and son of the Mother of the Gods.
His death and resurrection were celebrated in spring.

2 The generic name for the eunuch priests of Attis.
3 The Phrygian Cybele, the Asiatic goddess of fertility ;

the chief seat of her worship was Pessinus in Phrygia,
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