MISOPOGON
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INTRODUCTION

JuLiaN came to Antioch on his way to Persia in
the autumn of 361 and stayed there till March, 362.
The city was rich and important commercially, but
in Julian’s eyes her glory depended on two things,
the famous shrine of Apollo and the school of
rhetoric; and both of these had been neglected by
the citizens during the reign of Constantius. A
Christian church had been built in Apollo’s grove
in the suburb of Daphne, and Libanius, Antioch’s most
distinguished rhetorician, was more highly honoured
at Nicomedia.! Julian’s behaviour at Antioch and
his failure to ingratiate himself with the citizens
illustrates one of the causes of the failure of his
Pagan restoration. His mistake was that he did
not attempt to make Paganism popular, whereas
Christianity had always been democratic. He is
always reminding the common people that the true
knowledge of the gods is reserved for philoso-
phers; and even the old conservative Pagans did
not share his zeal for philosophy. Antioch moreover
was a frivolous city. The Emperor Hadrian three
centuries earlier had been much offended by the
levity of her citizens, and the homilies of Saint

1 of. Libanius, Oragion 29. 220, where he warns the people

of Antioch that Caesarea had already robbed them of one
sophist by the offer of & higher salary, and exhorts them not

to neglect rhetoric, the cause of their greatness.
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INTRODUCTION

Chrysostom exhibit the same picture as Julian’s
satire. His austere personality and mode of life
repelled the Syrian populace and the corrupt officials
of Antioch. They satirised him in anapaestic verses,
and either stayed away from the temples that he
restored or, when they did attend in response to his
summons, showed by their untimely applause of the
Emperor that they had not come to worship his gods.
Julian’s answer was this satire on himself which he
addresses directly to the people of Antioch. But he
could not resist scolding them, and the satire on his
own habits is not consistently maintained. After he
had left the city the citizens repented and sent a
deputation to make their peace with him, but in
spite of the intercession of Libanius, who had accom-
panied him to Antioch, he could not forgive the
insults to himself or the irreverence that had been
displayed to the gods.
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IOTAIANOT ATTOKPATOPOZ
ANTIOXIKO3! H MIZONIQTON

'Ava/cpeov'rb T® motnTH moAAa émouifn pén
xapbev'ra' Tpupay yap Elayev éx potpdve AN~
kalp & odxére oD "Apxhoxe TE Hapbw ™Y
podoav Ewkev 6 Geos els ebppocivas Kal Hlovas
Tpexpar, /Loxf?ew yap &ANoTe dMws  dvayralo-
UeEvoL TH JLOVTIK] 'rrpoq ToUTO éYpPAVTO, Koud)mepa
motobuTes avrols Soa 6 dalpwy édtdou Th eis Tovs
ASuotvras Nowdopla. éuol 8é dararyopetel pev 6
pdpos ém ovopaTos airiGafar Tovs ddiucovuévous
ptv 008év, elvar & émiyepoivTas Bva/bevew, adat-
peiTar 8¢ Ty év Tols uéheot povarkny o viv émi-
xpatdv év Tois é\evbépors Tis maidelas Tpémos.
aloyov ryap elvar Soxel viv povauny émiTndevew,
3) wdhas woTé éddwer TO mhovTely a8lkws. ol paw

(i)GEO;La.L Sia TobTo Ths éuol Svvarfis ék povadw
emicovplas. édeacduny Tob kal TOUS UTEp TOV

1 ««The Discourse ab Antioch” is an alternative title in
the MSS.
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MISOPOGON
OR, BEARD-HATER

Anacreon the poet composed many delightful
songs ; for a luxurious life was allotted to him by
the Fates. But Alcaeus and Archilochus of Paros’
the god did not permit to devote their muse to
mirth and pleasure. For constrained as they were
to endure toil, now of one sort, now of another, they
used their poetry to relieve their toil, and by
abusing those who wronged them they lightened
the burdens imposed on them by Heaven. But
as for me, the law forbids me to accuse by name
those who, though I have done them no wrong, try
to show their hostility to me; and on the other
hand the fashion of education that now prevails
among the well-born deprives me of the use of the
music that consists in song. For in these days men
think it more degrading to study music than once in
the past they thought it to be rich by dishonest
means. Nevertheless [ will not on that account
renounce the aid that it is in my power to win from
the Muses. Indeed I have observed that even the

1 In the seventh century B.c. Alcaeus of Lesbos and
Archilochus both suffered exile, and the latter fell in battle
against Naxos. For the misfortunes of Alcaeus, cf. Horace,

Odes 2. 13,
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THE SATIRES OF JULIAN
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MISOPOGON

barbarians across the Rhine sing savage songs com-
posed in language not unlike the croaking of harsh-
voiced birds, and that they delight in such songs.
For I think it is always the case that inferior
musicians, though they annoy their audiences, give
very great pleasure to themselves. And with this in
mind I often say to myself, like Ismenias—for though
my talents are not equal to his, I have as I persuade
myself a similar independence of soul—¢ I sing for
the Muses and myself.” 1

However the song that I now sing has been
composed in prose, and it contains much violent
abuse, directed not, by Zeus, against others—how
could it be, since the law forbids >—but against the
poet and author himself. For there is no law to
prevent one’s writing either praise or criticism of
oneself. Now as for praising myself, though I should
be very glad to do so, I have no reason for that ; but
for criticising myself I have countless reasons, and
first I will begin with my face. For though nature
did not make this any too handsome or well-favoured
or give it the bloom of youth, I myself out of sheer
perversity and ill-temper have added to it this long
beard of mine, to punish it, as it would seem, for
this very crime of not being handsome by nature.
For the same reason I put up with the lice that
scamper about in it as though it were a thicket for
wild beasts. As for eating greedily or drinking with
my mouth wide open, it is not in my power; for I
must take care, I suppose, or before I know it 1 shall
eat up some of my own hairs along with my crumbs

! For Ismenias of Thebes cf. Plutarch, Pericles. The saying
became a proverb; cf. Dio Chrysostom, Oration 78. 420;
Themistius 366 B; Burton, dnatomy of Melomcholy, “T have
lived mitid et Musis in the University.”
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