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mire the conduct of this great people; for at one time they
supported liberty, ab another chastity, at another the
respectability of their birth!, at another their right to
marks and distinctions of honour; and among all these
proceedings, they were vigilant guardians of nothing more
than of liberty, and could by no bribery be corrupted to
make sale of it; though there arose from time to time,
as was mnatural among a people already great, and grow-
ing daily greater, citizens of very pernicious intentions,
Spurius  Cassius, suspected of aiming at kingly power
by the aid of the agrarian law, and Malius, suspected
of a similar design from his excessive largesses to the
people, they punished with instant death. On Spurius, in-
deed, his own father inflicted the punishment. Ahala, the
master of the horse, killed Meelius in the middle of the
forum, by order of Quinctins the dictator. Manlius, also, the
defender of the Capitol, when he behaved himself too arro-
gantly, and unsuitably to the rank of a citizen, presuming
on having liberated most of the debtors, they precipitated
from that very citadel which he had preserved. In this
manner, at home and abroad, in peace and war, did the
Roman people pass the period of adolescence, that is to say,
the second age of their empire, in which they subdued with
their arms all Italy between the Alps and the sea.

BOOXK II
CHAP. I. INTRODUCTORY.

After Italy was conquered and subjugated, the Roman
people, now approaching ifis five-hundredth year, and being
fairly arrived at maturity, was then truly robust and manly,

if robustness and manhood may be attributed to a nation,)
and had begun to be a match for the whole world. Accord-
mgly (wonderful and scarcely credible to relate!) that people
who had struggled with their neighbours at home for nearly
five hundred years, (so difficult was it to give Ttaly a head,)
overran, in the two hundred years that follow, Africa, Burope,
Asia, and indeed the whole world, with their wars and
victories.

1 Ch, XXVI Respectability of their birth] Natalium dignitatem. They mam-
sained that all citizens were of sufficiently respectable birth to intermaiTy WY
ihe patricians.
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CHAP. II. THE FIRST PUNIC WAR.,

The victor-people of Italy. having now spread over the
land as far as the sea, checked its course for a little, like a
fire, which, having consumed the woods lying in its track, is
stopped by some Intervening river. But soon after, seeing
at no great distance a rich prey, which seemed in a manner
detached and torn away from their own Italy, they were so
inflamed with a desire to possess it, that since it could neither
be joined to their country by a mole or bridge, they resolved
that it should be secured by arms and war, and reunited, as
it were, to their continentl. And behold! as if the Fates
themselves opened a way for them, an opportunity was not
wanting, for Messana?, a city of Sicily in ‘alliance with them,
happened then to make a complaint concerning the tyranny
of the Carthaginians.

As the Romans coveted Sicily, so likewise did the people
of Carthage; and both at the same time, with equal desires
and equal forces, contemplated the attainment of the empire
of the world. Under the pretext, therefore, of assisting their
allies, but in reality being allured by the prey, that rude
people, that people sprung from shepherds, and merely accus-
tomed to the land, made it appear, though the strangeness
of the attempt startled them, (yet such confidence is there
in true courage,) that to the brave it is indifferent whether a
battle be fought on horseback or in ships, by land or by sea.

Tt was in the consulship of Appius Claudius that they
first ventured upon that strait which bhas so ill a name from
the strange things? related of it, and so impetuous a current.
But they were so far from being affrighted, that they re-
garded the violence of the rushing tide as something in their
favour, and, sailing forward immediately and without delay,
they defeated Hiero, king of Syracuse, with so much rapidity,
that he owned he was conquered before he saw the enemy.
In the consulship of Duilius and Cornelius, they likewise

1 Ch. I1. Reunited, as it were, to their continent] Ad continentem suum T¢=
vosanda bello. As bello jungenda occurs immediately before, Freirshemius ani
Duker, though they retain the latter bello in the text, as it is found n all copies,
sdvise its omission.

2 Messana] Now Messene.

¢ That strait—strange things, ge.] The strait of Messina. “By sirange
ghangs (monstris) he means Scyila and Charybdis ” Sabmasius.
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had courage to engage at sea, and then the expedition used
in equipping tae fleet was a presage of victory ; for within
sixvy days after the timber was felled, a navy of a hundred
and sixty ships lay at anchor; so that the vessels did not seem
to have been made by art, but the trees themselves appeared
to have been turned into ships by the aid of the gods. The
aspect of the battle, too, was wonderful ; as the heavy and
slow ships of the Romans closed with the swift and nimble
barks of the enemy. Little availed their naval arts, such as
breaking off the oars of a ship, and eluding the beaks of the
enemy by turning aside; for the grappling-irons, and other
insbruments, which, before the engagement, had been greatly
derided by the enemy, were fastened upon their ships, and
they were compelled to fight as on solid ground. Being
victorious, therefore, at Lipars, by sinking and scattering
the enemy’s fleet, they celebrated their first naval triumph.
And how great was the exultation at it!  Duilius, the com-
mander, not content with one day’s triumph, ordered, during
all the rest of his life, when he réturned from supper, lighted
torches to be carried, and flutes to play, before him, as if he
would triumph every day. The loss in this battle was
trifling, in comparison with the greatness of the victory;
though the other consul, Cornelius Asina, was cut off, being
invited by the enemy to a pretended conference, and put to
death ; an instance of Carthaginian perfidy.
Under the dictatorship of Calatinus, the Romans expelled
almost all the garrisons of the Carthaginians from Agrigen-
~tum, Drepanum, Panormus, Eryx, and Lilybeum. Some
alarm was experienced at the forest of Camarina, but we
were rescued by the extraordinary valour of Calpurnius
Flamma, a tribune of the soldiers, who, with a choice troop
of three hundred men, seized upon an eminence occupied by
the enemy to our annoyance!, and so kept them in play till
the whole army escaped ; thus, by eminent success, equalling
the fame of Thermopyle and Leonidas, though our hero was
indeed more illustrious, inasmuch as he escaped and outlived
so great an effort, notwithstanding he wrote nothing? with his
blood.

T our annoyance] Infestum.

2 Notwithstanding he wrote nothing, de.] Licet niil scripserit sanguines
¢ 4 hallucination of Florus, who inadvertently attributes to Leonidas what was
Zome by Othrvades. Leonidas wrote nothing with his blood as far, at east, ag
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Tn the consulship of Lucius Cornelius Scip1o, when Sicily
was become as a suburban province of the Roman people,
and the war was spreading further, they crossed over into
Sardinia, and into Corsica, which lies near it. In the latter
they terrified the matives by the destruction of the city of
Olbia, in the former by that of Aleria; and so effectually
humbled the Carthaginians, both by land and sea, that nothing
remained to be conquered but Africa itself. Accordingly,
under the leadership of Marcus Attilius Regulus, the war
passed over into Africa. Nor were there wanting some on
the occasion, who mutinied ab the mere name and dread ot
the Punic sea, a tribune named Mannius increasing their
alarm ; but the general, threatening him with the axe if he
did not obey, produced courage for the voyage by the terror of
death. They then hastened their course by the aid of winds
and oars, and such was the terror of the Africans at the
approach of the enemy, that Carthage was almost surprised
with its gates open.

The first prize taken in the war was the city of Clypea,
which juts out from the Carthaginian shore as a fortress or
watch-tower. Both this, and more than three hundred for-
tresses besides, were destroyed. Nor had the Romans to
contend only with men, but with monsters also; for a ser-
pent of vast size, born, as it were, to avenge Africa, harassed
their camp on the Bagrada. But Regulus, who overcame all
obstacles, having spread the terror of his name far and wide,
having killed or taken prisoners a great number of the enemy’s
force, and their captains themselves, and having despatched
his fleet, laden with much spoil, and stored with materials
for a triumph, to Rome, proceeded to besiege Carthage itself,
the origin of the war, and took his position close to the gates
of it. Here fortune was a little changed ; but it was only
that more proofs of Roman fortitude might be given, the
we learn from the writings of antiquity. But such an act is universally attri-
buted to Othryades, both by poets and prose writers.” Salmasius. Othryades
was the survivor of the three hundred Spartans who fought with three hundred
Argives for the right of possessing a piece of land called Thyrea. Being ashamea
to return to Sparta alone, he slew himself on the field of battle, first writing on
his shield, with his blood, tha:, Thyrea belonged to the Lacaedemonians, For an
sccount of the combat, see Herod, 1, 82. Freinshemius thinks the words are not
Floruss, but those of some glossator. Gronovius would read licet momn: i
seripserit sanguine, whicu would be no great jmprovement.
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greatness f which was generally best shown = calamities,
For the er:emy applying for foreign assistance, and Lacedz-
mon having sent them Xanthippus as a general, we were
defeated by a captain so eminently skilled in military affairs.
Tt was then that by an ignominious defeat, such as the
Romans had never before experienced, their most valiant
commander fell alive into the enerny’s hands. But he wasa
man able to endure so great a calamity ; as he was neither
humbled by his imprisonment at Carthage, nor by the depu-
tation which he headed to Rome; for he advised what was
contrary to the injunctions of the enemy, and recommended
that no peace should be made, and no exchange of prisoners
admitted. Even by his voluntary return to his enemies, and
by his lasb sufferings, whether in prison or on the cross, the
dignity of the man was not ab all obscured. But being ren-
dered, by all these occurrences, ever more worthy of admira-
tion, what can be said of kim but that, when conquered, he
was superior to his conquerors, and that, though Carthage had
not submitted, he triumphed over Fortune herself ?

The Roman people were now much keener and more ardent
to revenge the fate of Regulus than to obtain victory. Under
the consul Metellus, therefore, when the Carthaginians were
growing insolent, and when the war had returned into Sicily,
they gave the enemy such a defeat at Panormus, that they
thought no more of Yhat island. A proof of the greatness of
this victory was the capture of about a hundred elephants, 2
vast prey, even if they had taken that number, not in war, but
in hunfing!. Under the consulship of Appius Claudius,
they were overcome, not by the enemy, but by the gods
themselves, whose auspices they had despised, their fleet
being sunk in that very place where the consul had ordered
the chickens to be thrown overboard, because he was warned
by them not to fight. Under the consulship of Marcus
Tabius Buteo, they overthrew, near ZBgimurus, in the African

sea, a fleet of the enemy which was just sailing for Italy. But

¢ A vast prey—not in war, but in hunting)] Sic quogque magna preda, si
geegem dllum mon bello, sed venatione cepisset. * The sense is, it would have
Teen a considerable capture if he had taken these hundred elephants, not in
battie, but in hrinting, in which more are often taken.” Grevius. *In thia
ex planation Perizoaius acquiesced.” Duler.  Most readers, I fear, will wish that

a better were prcposed.
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O how great materials for a triumph were then lost by a
storm, when the Roman fleet, richly laden with spoil, and
driven by contrary winds, covered with its wreck the coasts
of Africa and the Syrtes, and of all the islands lying amid
those seast! A great calamity! But not without some
honour to this eminent people, from the circumstance that
their victory was intercepted only by a storm, and that the
matter for their triumph was lost only by a shipwreck. Yet,
though the Punic spoils were scattered abroad, and thrown
up by the waves on every promontory and island, the Romans
still celebrated a triumph. In the consulship of Lutatius
Catulus, an end was at last put to the war near the islands
named Agates. Nor was there any greater fight during this
war; for the fleet of the enemy was laden with provisions,
troops, towers, and arms; indeed, all Carthage, as it were,
was in it; a state of things which proved its destruction, as
the Roman fleet, on the contrary, being active, light, free
from incumbrance, and in some degree resembling a land-
camp, was wheeled about by its oars like cavalry in a battle
by their reins; and the beaks of the vessels, directed now
against one part of the enemy and now against another, pre-
sented the appearance of living creatures. In a very short
time, accordingly, the ships of the enemy were shattered to
pieces, and filled the whole sea between Sicily and Sardinia
with their wrecks. So great, indeed, was the victory, that
there was no thought of demolishing the enemy’s city; since
it seemed superfluous to pour their fury on towers and walls,
when Carthage had already been destroyed at sea.

CHAP. IIT. THE LIGURIAN WAR.

 After the Carthaginian war was ended, there followed a
time of repose indeed, but short, and as it were only to take
breath. As a proof of peace, and of a real cessation from

1 Coasts—of all the islands lying amid those seas] Duker’s edition, and almost
every other, has omnium imperia gentium, insularum littora, tmplevit, which
Graevius has pronounced, and others have seen, to be nonsense. Tollius for
imperia proposed promontoria; but I have thought it better to follow the con-
jecture offered by Markland, (Epistle to Hare, p. 38, cited by Duker,) omnium
inter mari jacentiuy insularum, G though 4us is rather bold, and not supportesd

Ly anythiag simila in Florus.
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arms, the Temple of Janus was then shut for the first
time since the reign of Numa. Bub it was immediately
and without delay opened again. For the Ligurians, and
the Insubrian Gauls, as well as the Illyrians, began to be
tronblesome. Indeed, the two former nations, situate at
the foot of the Alps, that is, at the very entrance to Italy,
stirred up, apparently, by some deity, lest the Roman arms
should contract rust and mould, and at length becoming, as it
were, our daily and domestic enemies!, continued to exercise
the young soldiery in the business of war; and the Romans
whetted the sword of their valour on each of those nations ag
upon a whetstone. The Ligurians, lying close to the bottom
of the Alps, between the rivers Varus and Macra, and
shrouded in woody thickets, it was more trouble to find than
to conquer. Defended by their position and facilities of
escape, and being a hardy and nimble race, they rather com-
mitted depredations as occasion offered, than made regular
war. After all their tribes, therefore, the Salyi, the Deceates,
the Oxybii, the Euburiates, and the Ingauri, had bafled the
Romans for a long time with success, Fulvius at length sur-
rounded their recesses with flames, Bebius drew them down
into the plains, and Posthumius so disarmed them that he
scarcely left them iron to till the ground.

CHAP. IV. THE GALLIC WAR.

The Galli Tnsubres, who were also borderers upon the Alps,
had the tempers of savage beasts, and bodies greater than
human. But by experience, it was found that, as their first
onset was more violent than that of men, so their subsequent
conduct in battle was inferior to that of women. The bodies
of the people about the Alps, reared in a moist atmosphere,
have somewhat in them resembling their snows, and, as soon
as they are heated in fight, ran down with perspiration, and
are relaxed with any slight motion, as it were by the heat of
the sun. These had often at other times sworn, but espe-
cially under their general Britomarus, that they would not

1 Two former nations—daily and domestic enemies] Utrique quotidiani e}
quasi domestici hostes.  As Florus speaks of three nations, and then says wirigue,
the commentators have been in doubt which of them are meant by that word.

I Liave followed Salmasius, with whom Perizonius coincides. The Illyrians werg
ere remote than the other two.
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