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Tux Romans received the Numantine ambassadors, s.c. 136

on their arrival, outside the walls, in order that their
reception might not seem to imply a ratification of
the truce. However, they sent gifts of friendship not-
withstanding, since they did not wish to deprive them
as yet of the hope of coming to terms. The asso-
ciates of Mancinus told of the necessity of the com-
pact made and the number of the saved, and stated
that they still held all their former possessions in
Spain; and they besought their countrymen to look at
the matter not in the light of their present immunity,
but with reference to the danger that had at the
time encompassed the soldiers, and to consider not
what ought to have been done, but what had been
possible. The Numantines, for their part, had much
to say about their previous good-will toward the
Romans and much also about the subsequent in-
justice of the latter, by reason of which they had
been forced into war, and about the perjury of
Pompeius; and they asked for kindly treatment
in return for the preservation of Mancinus and the
rest. But the Romans terminated the truce and
.also decided that Mancinus should be given up to
the Numantines.
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Claudius by reason of his harshness would have
done many outrageous deeds, had he not been re-
strained by his collsague Quintus.! For the latter,
who was amiable and possessed exactly the opposite
temperament, did not oppose him with anger in any
matter, but in fact occasionally yielded to him, and
by gentle behaviour so managed him that he found
very few opportunities for irritation.

Furius took out among his lieutenants both
Pompeius and Metellus, though they were hostile
both to him and to each other ; for, expecting to
achieve some great success, he wished to have in
them sure witnesses to his deeds and to receive the
evidence of his prowess from their unwilling lips.

! Ap. Claudius Pulcher and Q. Fulvius Nobilior were
censors in B.c. 136,
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