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BOOK XXXVIII

The following is contained in the Thirty-eighth of Dio’s
Rome :—
1. How Caesar and Bibulus quarrelled (chaps. 1-8).
2. How Cicero was exiled (chaps. 9-17).
3. How Philiscus consoled Cicero in the matter of his exile
(chaps. 18-30).
4. How Caesar fought the Helvetii and Ariovistus (chaps.
31-50).
Duration of time, two years, in which there were the
magistrates (consuls) here enumerated :—

B.C.
59 C. Iulius C. F. Caesar, M. Calpurnius C. F. Bibulus.
58 L. Calpurnius L. F. Piso, A. Gabinius A. F.

Tue following year Caesar wished to gain the
favour of the whole multitude, that he might make
them his own to an even greater degree. But since
he was anxious to seem to be advancing the interests
also of the optimates, in order to avoid incurring
their enmity, he often told them that he would

propose no measure which should not also be to

their advantage. And, indeed, he so framed a
certain measure concerning the land, which he
wished to assign to the whole populace, as not to
incur the least censure for it; yet he pretended he
would not introduce even this measure, unless it
should be according to their wishes. So far as this
law went, therefore, no one could find any fault with
him. The swollen population of the city, which
was chiefly responsible for the frequent rioting, would
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thus be turned toward labour and agriculture; and s. 59

the greater part of Italy, now desolate, would be
colonized afresh, so that not only those who had
toiled in the campaigns, but all the rest as well,
would have ample subsistence. And this would
be accomplished without any expense on the part of
the city itself or any loss to the optimates; on
the contrary, many of them would gain both rank
and office. He not only wished to distribute all the
public land except Campania (which he advised them
to keep distinct as the property of the state, because
of its excellence), but he also bade them purchase the
remainder from no one who was unwilling to sell nor
yet for whatever price the land commissioners might
wish, but, in the first place, from people who were
willing to sell, and secondly, for the same ‘price at
which it had been assessed in the tax-lists. For
they had a great deal of surplus money, he asserted,
as a result of the booty which Pompey had captured,
as well as from the new tributes and taxes just
established, and they ought, inasmuch as it had been
provided by the dangers that citizens had incurred,
to expend it upon those same persons. Furthermore,
he proposed that the land commission should not
consist of a few members only, so as to seem like
an oligarchy, or of men who were under indictment,
lest somebody might be displeased, but that there
should be, in the first place, twenty of them, so that
many might share the honour, and secondly, that
they should be the most suitable men. But he
excepted himself from consideration, a point on
which he strenuously insisted at the outset, in order
that he might not be thought to be proposing a
measure in his own interest. As for himself, he

199



w

DIO’S ROMAN HISTORY

kal TH éonyfoer ToD TpdyuaTos NpreiTo, Gs e
éneye, 79 8¢ 8 Ioumniw xal ¢ Kpdooe Tois
Te ANAois pavepds éyaptleto.

“"Bvexa wev odv Tdv ypapévtev dvaiTios v,
dore unde ! Sidpar To oTépa vmevavriov of undéva
TONpToaL Kal yap, mpoavéyve alTa év 5 [Bovhi,
kai ovopacTi va EkacTov alTdV dvaxaldy émwy-
poTnae pij L Tis alTidTal, peraypdyew 1 ral
mavTeNds amaleijrew, el yé Te uy apéoed T,
UToa X Ouevos.  TO 6¢ O cluTav kal wdvv mdvTes
ol Suvvatol of e &w Ths cvvwuoaias Jvres édvo-
Xxépawvov. kal avTé rye TobTO avTovs & Ta
pakioTa éNUTel, 6TL ToabTa cuyyeypadws Ny
dore pire Twa? aitiav Svvaclar AafBeiv xal
mavras opds Baplvew ImdmTevor yap avTiv,
ép’ @dmép mov ral éylyveto, T6 Te WAGfos dm
alTov avapricecbar kal Cvopa kal loxdv xai
émi wdavras dvlpamovs EEew. xal Sud TobTo, €
kal pundels oi dvTéheyer, GAN odTi ye xal® ouve-
myvovr. Tols pev O olv dAhows éEijprer TobTo,
wal érnyyéahovto* uév del avTd mpofovielaew,
émolovy O¢ 008év, arha SiatpiBal kal dvaBorai Ty
aNMws éyiyvovTo® 6 8¢ &) Kdrov 6 Mapros® (v 8¢
AANS pev émieLkn)s Kal ovdevl veoxud Apes Ko puevos,
ob uny kal pouny Twa otte ék loews ovTe ék
mabelas éxwv) Tols wev vyeypauuévors ovdév odd
adros émerdhel, 70 & 8oy nElov TH Te mapovoy
odds xaraotdaer yphiolar kal undéy Ew adris
motely. Kal éuéANae pév éml Todrors o Kaloap

L unde v. Herw., uy L.
3

4

2 uihre e Bk, undéva L.
otiTt ye kal Dind., o¥rot kal L.
émyyyéArorro H. Steph., émpyyéarero L,
5 Mapros Reim., Méapwos 6 §maros L.
200

BOOK XXXVIII

was satisfied with originating and proposing the s.c. 59

matter; at least he said so, but clearly he was
doing a favour to Pompey and Crassus and the
rest.

So far as his measure went, then, he could not
be censured, and, indeed, no one ventured to open
his mouth in opposition ; for he had read it before-
hand in the senate, and calling upon each one of
the senators by name, had inquired whether he
had any ecriticism to offer; and he promised to
alter or even to strike out entirely any clause which
might displease anybody. Nevertheless, practically

- all the optimates who were outside the league were

greatly irritated ; and they were grieved especially
by the very fact that Caesar had drawn up such a
measure as would admit of no censure, even while it
embarrassed them all.  For they suspected that by
this measure he would attach the multitude to him
and gain fame and power over all men; and this
was, in fact, his very purpose. For this reason,
even though no one spoke against him, no one
expressed approval either. This sufficed for the
majority, and while they kept promising him that
they would pass the decree, they did nothing; on
the contrary, fruitless delays and postponements kept
arising. Marcus Cato, however, even though he had
no fault to find with the measure, nevertheless urged
them on general principles to abide by the existing
system and to take no steps beyond it. He was a
thoroughly upright man and disapproved of any
innovation ; yet he had no influence either as the
result of natural gift or training. At this Caesar was
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on the point of dragging Cato out of the very senate- ».c. 59

house and casting him into prison. But the other
offered himself with the greatest readiness to be led
away, and not a few of the rest followed him; and
one of them, Marcus Petreius, upon being rebuked by
Caesar because he was taking his departure before
the senate was yet dismissed, replied: “[ prefer to
be with Cato in prison rather than here with you.”
Abashed at this reply, Caesar let Cato go and ad-
journed the senate, merely remarking: “I have
made you judges and masters of this law, so that
if anything did not suit you, it should not be brought

" before the people; but since you are not willing

to pass a preliminary decree, they shall decide for
themselves.”

After that he communicated nothing further to the
senate during his year of office, but brought directly
before the people whatever he desired. However,
as he wished even under these circumstances to
secure some of the foremost men as supporters in
the assembly, hoping that they had now changed
their minds and would have some fear of the plebs,
he made a beginning with his colleague and asked
him if he disapproved of the provisions of the law.
When the other gave him no answer beyond saying
that he would tolerate no innovations during his year
of office, Caesar proceeded to entreat him and per-
suaded the multitude to join him in his request,
saying : “ You shall have the law, if only he wishes
it.” Bibulus in a loud voice replied: “You shall
not have this law this year, not even if you all wish
it.” And having spoken thus he took his departure.

Caesar did not address his inquiries to any other
magistrates, fearing that some one of them also
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might oppose him ; but he brought forward Pompey s.c. 20

and Crassus, though they were private citizens, and
bade them express their views concerning the
measure. This was not because he was not ac-
quainted with their view, for all their undertakings
were in common ; but he purposed both to honour
these men, by. calling them in as advisers about the
law although they were holding no office, and also to
frighten the others by securing the adherence of
men who were admittedly the foremost in the
city at that time and had the greatest influence with
all. By this very move, also, he would please the
populace, by giving proof that they were not
striving for any unnatural or unjust end, but for
objects which those leaders were willing both to
approve and to praise.

Pompey, accordingly, very gladly addressed them
as follows : It is not I alone, Quirites, who approve
this measure, but the whole senate as well, inas-
much as it has voted for land to be given not only to
my soldiers but to those also who once fought
with Metellus. On the former occasion, to be sure,
since the treasury had no great means, the grant-
ing of the land was naturally postponed; but
at present, since it has become exceedingly rich
through my efforts, it is but right that the promise
made to the soldiers be fulfilled and that the rest
also reap the fruit of the common toils.”  After this
preamble he went over in detail every feature of the
measure and approved them all, so that the crowd
was mightily pleased. Seeing this, Caesar asked
him if he would willingly assist him against those
who were working in opposition, and he also urged
the populace to join in asking his aid for this
pwrpose. When they had done so, Pompey felt
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elated over the fact that both the consul and the =.c. 59

multitude had desired his help, although he was
holding no position of command, and so, with an
added opinion of his own worth, and assuming
much dignity, he spoke at some length, finally
declaring : “If any one dares to raise a sword, I
also will snatch up my shield.” These words of
Pompey were approved by Crassus too. Con-
sequently, even if some of the rest were not
pleased, they nevertheless favoured the passage of
the law [when these men,] who were not only

accounted good citizens in general but were also,

as they supposed, hostile to Caesar, (for their
reconciliation was not yet manifest,) joined in
approving his measure.

Bibulus, however, would not yield, but havmg
gained the support of three tribunes, hindered the
enactment of the law. Finally, when no other
2xcuse for delay was any longer left him, he pro-
claimed a sacred period for all the remaining days of
the year alike, during which the people could not
legally even meet in their assembly. Caesar paid
but slight attention to him and appointed a fixed

. day for the passage of the law. And when the

populace had already occupied the Forum by night,
Bibulus came up with the following he had got to-
gether and succeeded in forcing his way through
to the temple of Castor,! from which Caesar
was delivering his speech. The men fell back

" before him, partly out of respect and partly because

they thought he would not actually oppose them.
But when he appeared above and attempted to
speak in opposition to Caesar he was thrust down

! Literally, the temple of the Dioscuri. Officially it was
called aedes Castoris; cf, xxxvii. §, 2.
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the steps, his fasces were broken to pieces, and the s.c. oy
tribunes as well as others received blows and
wounds.

Thus the law was passed. Bibulus was for the
moment satisfied to escape with his life, but on the
next day tried in the senate to annul the act; never-
theless, he accomplished nothing, since all were
under the spell of the multitude’s enthusiasm and
would do nothing. Accordingly he retired to his
home and did not appear in public again at all up
to the last day of the year. Instead, he remained
in his house, and whenever Caesar proposed any
innovation, he sent formal notice to him through his
attendants that it wasa sacred period and that by the
laws he could rightfully take no action during it.
Publius Vatinius,a tribune, undertook to place Bibulus
in prison for this, but was prevented from doing
so by the opposition of his colleagues. - Bibulus,
Fowever, held aloof from all business of state in
the manner related, and the tribunes belonging
to his party likewise no longer performed any public
duty. '

Now Metellus Celer and Cato, and through him one
Marcus Favonius, who imitated him in everything,
for a time did not take the oath of obedience to the
law (a custom which began, as I have stated, on an
earlier occasion, and was then continued in the case
of other preposterous measures) and stoutly refused
to approve it, Metellus, for instance, referring to
Numidicus as an example.l When, however, the
day [came] on which they were to incur the

i Apparently a reference to the year B.c. 100, and to the
refusal of Metellus Numidicus to swear to the lex 4puleia.
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END OF SAMPLE TEXT

The Complete Text can be found on our CD:
Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature
which can be purchased on our Website :
www.Brainfly.net

or

by sending $64.95 in check or money order to :
Brainfly Inc.

5100 Garfield Ave. #46

Sacramento CA 95841-3839

TEACHER’S DISCOUNT:

If you are a TEACHER you can take advantage of our teacher’s
discount. Click on Teachers Discount on our website
(www.Brainfly.net) or Send us $55.95 and we will send you a full copy
of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
added to the collection or if you would like our wholesale prices list

please send us an email to:

webcomments @brainfly.net
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