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PREFACE.
,ﬁ&_.‘ﬂ

THE Seventh Volume of the “RECORDS OF THE
PAST” contains a selection of translations of Cunei-
form inscriptions of various kinds, chiefly mythological
and historical. The attraction of this new branch of
study, and the publication for general use of the
records, have given a new impetus to the research ;
and it will be seen that new students have entered
upon the paths, and others are rapidly training under
the public lectures given by the Society of Biblical
Archzology. On the other hand, Assyriology has to
deplore the loss of the late Mr. George Smith, whose
translations had contributed so greatly to the study
of the Cuneiform by an unrivalled knowledge of the
monumental inscriptions. Although the actual ex-
cavations have been suspended, and it might be antici-

pated that the study might therefore be arrested by

the want of a fresh supply of original documents, it
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must be borne in mind that a great mass of material
already obtained still remains untranslated, the inter-
preters having principally directed their attention to
historical and . mythological texts, while numerous
reports, letters, and miscellancous documents  still
remain untouched. Besides which sporadic excava-
tions, which continue to be carried on in the country,
have recently discovered several thousand inscribed
tablets, several of which are on their way to Europe,
and will, no doubt, prove contributions to Babylonian
literature, a branch of Cuneiform of which less re-
mains than the more prolific Assyrian. Although
the main outlines of Assyrian history have been made
out, the annals of Babylonia from contemporary

sources have still to be made out.

S. BIRCH.
September, 1876.
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