CONTRACT-TABLETS RELATING TO
BELSHAZZAR

TRANSLATED BY THE EDITOR

THE three contracts which follow are among the
numerous cuneiform documents of the same class the
publication of which we owe to the indefatigable
labours of Dr Strassmaier. They are published in
his- Babylonische Texte: Inschriften von Nabonidus,
L, iil, Nos. 184, 581, and 688, and are interesting
on account of their references to Belshazzar, the
eldest son of Nabonidos, whose name is written in
Babylonian Bilu-sarra-utsur, “O Bel, defend the
king.” It is especially curious to learn from one of
them that the heir-apparent to the throne had to
conform to the same legal obligations as the meanest
of his subjects. Security was exacted by him for
the payment of a debt, a portion of the security
being a house inhabited by a Persian. As Persian
slaves are mentioned in other deeds of the period it
is possible that the Persian in question was a slave.
At all events the notice of him proves that there were
Persians living in Babylon before the conquest of the
country by Cyrus. The third document, it will be

observed, is dated six years before the overthrow of
Nabonidos and the entrance of Cyrus into Babylon.



CONTRACT-TABLETS RELATING TO
BELSHAZZAR

No. I

A moust belonging to Nebo-akhi-iddin, the son of Suld, the
son of Egibi, which adjoins the house of Bel-nadin, the son of
Rimut, the son of the so/dier (?) ! has been handed over (by
Nebo-akhi-iddin) for 3 years to Nebo-yukin-akhi the secre-
tary 2 of Belshazzar, the son of the king, for 13 manehs of
silver, sub-letting of the house being forbidden, as well as
interest on the money. (Nebo-yukin-akhi) undertakes to
plant trees and repair the house® At the expiration of the
3 years Nebo-akhi-iddin shall repay the money, namely
14 manehs, to Nebo-yukin-akhi, and Nebo-yukin-akhi shall
quit the house in the presence of Nebo-akhi-iddin. The
witnesses (are) Kabtiya, the son of Tabnéa, the son of
Egibi; Tabik-zira, the son of Nergal-yusallim, the son of
Sin-karabi-isime ; Nebo-zira-ibni, the son of Ardia ; and the
priest Bel-akhi-basa, the son of Nebo-baladhsu-igbi.  (Dated)
Babylon, the 21st day of Nisan, the sth year of Nabonidos
king of Babylon.*

No. 1T

The sum of zo manehs of silver for wool, the property
of Belshazzar, the son of the king, which has been handed

1 K444 ; in the account of the Deluge (1. 169) Bel is called gurad kiki,

<« the warrior of the £2%2.
2 Amel'sipiri. In the reign of Darius we hear of a certain Abla, who

wag 1’0}7[1] pﬁn(jc and secretary to the princes of the new palace.”
3 That is to say, to keep the garden and house in order,
4B.C. 551
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over to Iddin-Merodach, the son of Basf, the son of Nur-
Sin, through the agency of Nebo-tsabit the steward of
the house! of Belshazzar, the son of the king, and the
sccretaries of the son of the king. In the month Adar, of
the rrth year (of Nabonidos), he gives the money, namely
2o manehs. The house of . . . the Persian 2 and all his
property in town and country shall be the security of Bel-
shazzar, the son of the king, until he shall pay in full the
money aforesaid. The money which he shall (meanwhile)
make upon [the property] (?),® he shall pay as interest.
Witnessed by Beldiddin, the son of Rimut, the son of the
soldier (?); Etilpi, the son of . . . the son of the father of
the house; Nadin, the son of Merodach-[sum-utsur], the
son of the superintendent of the works; Nergal-yusallim,
the son of Merodach-[edir], the son of Gasura; Merodach-
natsir, the son of Samas- . . . , the son of Dabibi; and
the priest Bel-akhi-iddin, the son of Nebo-baladhsu-igbi.
(Dated) Barvron, the 2oth day of the month . . ., the
r1th year of Nabonidos king [of BaBvron].¢

No. III

One maneh 16 shekels of silver capital and  interest,
the property 5 of Nebo-tsabit-id4, the steward of the house of
Belshazzar, the son of the king, which (he owes) to Bel-
iddina, the son of Bel-sum-iskun, the son of Sin-tabni, and
the seed grown in sight of the chief gates (of Banvrow)
which has been taken as security (for it). The money,
namely t maneh 16 shekels, Nebo-tsabit-id4, by the agency
of Itti-Merodach-baladhu, the son of Nebo-akhi-iddin, the
son of Egibi, has presented to Bel-iddina. ‘The witnesses
(are) Nebo-iddina, the son of Rimutu, the son of Kiki;6
Bel-iddina, the son of Belsum-iskun, the son of Sin-tabni;
Nebo-zira-esir, the son of Ina-essu-edir, the son of the

1 Rab-bits, 2 Pay'su.

8 Literally *‘the money as much as upon [the property] he shall j//
up (7). Perhaps we should read Zsadss, 'he shall acquire,” instead of
imir-sh. ¢ B.C. 545.

5 Read rasutu, 8 Written here as a proper name.
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Umauk ;+ Nadiny, the son of Merodach-iddin-akhi ; Nergal-
yusallim, the priest, the son of Merodach-edir, the son of
Gasura. (Dated) at BasyLon, the 27th day of the second
Adar,? the 12th year of Nabonidos king of Basvion?®

1 An officer who seems to have had something to do with the beginning

of the year.
2 The intercalary month Ve-Adar, 3 B.C. 544.






THE KINGS OF ARARAT (B1ainNas or VAN) :—

B.C.
The earlier dynasty ends with Arame. . cir, 857-840
1. Sarduris I, the son of Lutipris, founds
the city of Dhuspas (Van) and the
later dynasty . . . . . 840
2. Ispuinis, “the settler,” his son . . . ?
Ispuinis and his son Menuas together . ?
3. Menuas alone . . ?
4. Argistis I, his son . . . . . 780
5. Sarduris II, his son . . ?
6. Rusas I, called Ur'sa by the Assyr1ans . 730
7. Argistis 11 . . . . . . 715
8. Erimenas, his son . . . ?
9. Rusas IL, his son . . . . . 660
ro, Sarduris IIT . . . . . 645
Ararat conquered by Mecha . . . 610 ()
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THE KINGS OF PERSIA :—

. Akheemenés (Hakhimanish)
. Teispes (Chaispaish), his son. He con-

quers Susiania and rules in Anzan
Ariaramnés (Ariydrdmna), son of Teispes,
in Persia . . .
Kyros I (Kuras), son of Teispes, in Anzan
Arsamés (Arshdma), son of Ariaramnés, in
Persia

. Kambysés I (Kamujyiya), son of Kyros, in

Anzan

. Kyros II, or Agradatés, son of Kambysés,

in Anzan. He conquers Media, and
founds the Persian empire
Kambysés 11, his son

. Gomatés (Gaumata) the Magian, the

pseudo-Bardes or Smerdis, usurps the

throne for seven months .
Dareios (DArayavaush), son of Hystaspés

(Vishtispa) and grandson of Arsamés

. Xerxes I (Khshay4rsha), his son .
. Artaxerxés I (Artakshatra) Longimanus,

l’liS son

Xerxes II, his son, for z months

. cir. 600

550
529
521

521
485

465
425
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12. Sogdianos, his half-brother, for 7 months . 425
13. Dareios II Nothos (Okhos), his brother ! . 424
14. Artaxerxes IT Mnémén, his sont | . 405
Revolt of Kyros the younger . . . 401

15. Okhos (Uvasu), son of Artaxerxes . . 362
16. Arsés his son . . . . . 339
17, Dareios III Kodomannos . . . 336
Conquered by Alexander . . . 330

1 A cuneiform tablet, however, gives the length of the reigns of Dareios
1L, and Artaxerxes II, as respectively 29 and 36 years,

END OF VOL. III
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«“HOW WE GOT OUR BIBLE.”

REVIEW NOTIOES AND OPINIONS OF EMINENT MEN.

Letter from the Bishop of Derry.—PaLace, DurrY, Jan. 1886.

«T can safely say that my attention was thronghout stimulated,
and that my interest never flagged from the first page to the last.
There are few scholars who may not learn from Mr. Smyth.”

WritniaM, DERRY AND RAPHOE.

It gives much interesting information with admirable simplicity.”
ARCHDEACON FARRAR.

¢ This lttle volume is indispensable to the Bible reader who wishes
to have in small compass an account of ancient manuscripts and early
versions. It supplies a felt need.””—The Christian.

“ We have seldom meb with a better writben digest of the history
of our Fnglish Bible. Tt might honestly have been presented to the
public as a five-shilling volume.”—Sword and Trowel.

“«Tn these pages a flood of light is thrown on the sources of our
English version, mosb valuable in answer to questions raised by the
new revision.”—Word and Work.

“Thig volume is partly historical, partly bibliographical, and
partly critical. . . . Anybody can understand it, and everybody
would be better for the thonghtfal study of it.”—Christian Advocate.

“ Givesan excellent and comprehensive account for popular reading
of the ancient manuseripts of the Bible.”—The Christian World.

«Tt, ought to find its way into our Training Colleges, Bible Classes,
and Upper Classes in Schools.”—Hcclesiastical Gazette.

“This little book deserves the attention of the large number of
professing Christians who cannot devote the time to the larger
histories of our English Bible.”— Presbyterian Churchman.

« The book is & fine stady of the history of the Bible, and should
be read attentively and with profit.”*— Publishers’ Circular.

“This very interesting little work cannot fail to be highly
appreciated.”’ —Northern Whig.

“This is a capital little hand-book on the history of the Bible,
wkhich should be in the hands of every teacher and preacher.”’—Zhe
Primitive Methodist World.

“The anthor has done good service by this most interesting and
instructive little book.”—The Messenger.

« Mr. Smyth possesses the true teaching instinet. . . . We
have never before seen so much valuable information on the subject
conveyed in so portable a form, and in such clear and interesting
style.”—Dublin Daily Eapress.

“Thig book supplies a real need.”—Christian Commonwealth.

“This is altogether an admirable little book,”— Dublin Evg. Mail.
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THE OLD DOCUMENTS

AND THE NEW BIBLE.

REVIEW NOTICES AND OPINIONS OF EMINENT MEN.

Tt is mob too much to swy that this is a book that should be put
into the hands, or better still, into the head of every Sunday School
teacher and scholar. 'There is another excellent little book by the
same author, “ How we got our Bible,” of which we may say the
same thing.—Ouzford Journal, April 5.

From Right Hon. W, E. GLADSTONE.
I find the work itself most interesting. 1 have rarely seen the
faculty of lucid exposition more conspicuously displayed.

From the Professor of Hebrew, Trinity College, Cambridge.
A very readable and attractive account of a subject on which I
fear very general ignorance prevails.

A thoroughly excellent book is Mr. J. Paterson Smyth’s Old
Documents and the New Bible. . . . The history of the Bible is
a sabject on which nearly equal ignorance and curiosity prevail
among the people, and Mr. Smyth’s book meets 2 real want.—
Secottish Leader, April 10.

L. Tt is a long time since we have come across a book
which so thoroughly combined pleasure with profit as the volumse
now under description. . . . Itis small praise to say that there
is not a dull page in it. Of the driest and most mnpromising of
materials he has constructed a book that anyone can understand,
and that most readers will find to contain not only information but
amusement. It is a perfect model of whab such a book ought to be.
—_The Bookseller, April 5.

Prom Rev. W. Arexanper, D.D, Bishop of Derry.

Truly “The Old Documents and the New Bible” is delightful
reading. It is pellucidly arranged and written, sometimes
witty, sometimes pathetic in a high degree. A most
instructive book.

It contains a first and easy, yet capital and most indispensable
lesson in Biblical criticism, for the understanding of which no long
and laborious preliminary studies are necessary. There is scholar-
ship enough in it to make it exceedingly valuable to the young
divinity student.—Church Review, May 2.

This little volume is an admirable piece of work by a writer who is
ovidently thoroughly master of his subject—Glasgow Herald, April 4.
From Rev. Wi, SaNDAY, Professor of Eregesis, Bweter College, Oxford.

Much impressed by the range of knowledgo it displays, and by

the vigour and clearness with which the subject is presented.



END OF SAMPLE TEXT

The Complete Text can be found on our CD:
Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature
which can be purchased on our Website :
www.Brainfly.net

or

by sending $64.95 in check or money order to :
Brainfly Inc.

5100 Garfield Ave. #46

Sacramento CA 95841-3839

TEACHER’S DISCOUNT:

If you are a TEACHER you can take advantage of our teacher’s
discount. Click on Teachers Discount on our website
(www.Brainfly.net) or Send us $55.95 and we will send you a full copy
of Primary Literary Sources For Ancient Literature AND our
5000 Classics CD (a collection of over 5000 classic works of litera-
ture in electronic format (.txt)) plus our Wholesale price list.

If you have any suggestions such as books you would like to see
added to the collection or if you would like our wholesale prices list

please send us an email to:

webcomments @brainfly.net
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